Introduction
On the 23rd March 1993 King's-Friends Lodge No. 293 celebrates its two hundredth anniversary when the Worshipful Master, Worshipful
Brother T. A. Vaughan is presented with the Bi-Centenary Warrant by the representative of Grand Lodge.
Since the 14th March 1793 hundreds of members of the King's Friends' Lodge have endeavoured to maintain those Masonic
principles embraced all those years ago by William Neale, the first Master of 293, Charles Davenport, first Senior Warden, Thomas
Kitchen, first Junior Warden and the other three founders William Symcock, Edward Key, and William Twemlow. An unbroken
chain stretches over the years uniting all previous members to our present day Master, Worshipful Brother T. A. Vaughan and our
two Wardens, Brother C. Smith and Brother I. Sykes.
We still have in our possession all the Minute Books, with the exception of the one from 1793-1798, and I have attempted to give
a factual picture of King's Friends' from the information contained in these Books, using the actual words recorded where ever
possible. I have endeavoured to refrain from speculation, and from trying to interpret meanings in these words, although I have
made some comments about national, and local, social and political events. This is especially so in the earlier stages of the
development of the Lodge in order to try and place events in their proper perspective. I believe, that any local history of a town or
organisation should be viewed within a national context but, always remembering that the history of any period requires an
understanding of the ideas, feelings and actions of the people of that time.

The Minute Books reveal a rich pattern of people and events. I had to select material from the many books in
order to keep the account at a reasonable length consequently there will have been omissions. The last thirty years
have been concerned with the general rather than the particular. Confidentiality comes into this but, also, the
closer you are to events the more difficult it becomes to be objective and you want to avoid any subjective
distortion of events if possible.
King's Friends' commenced with the Lodge Number 520, this was changed to 553 in July 1815, became Number
370 on the 4th February 1833, and then became 293 at the meeting on the 26th October 1863. The meeting places
of the Bretheren have also changed many times, although in this century we have had two venues, the Parish Hall
at Nantwich and the Acton Parish Hall. The members actually started a building fund in the 1950's in order to
acquire their own premises, but I can find no record to support the rumour that the Masons provided money to
help build the Parish Hall in Nantwich.
In 1821 King's Friends' was one of the spouses of Samaritan Lodge, Sandbach originally numbered 745, then 479 and
becoming No 368 in 1863. Tarporley Lodge No 5431 became a daughter Lodge in 1933 and Wych Malbank 6064, a
daughter Lodge in 1945. Grand Lodge records show two earlier daughter Lodges - No 949 and 953, these were the
numbering up to 1863 which have now ceased.
There are also a Royal Arch Chapter Lodge and a Mark Lodge which have been associated with King's Friends' but
which are not part of this account.
I have found no explanation of our title King's Friends'. At the time of our foundation George III, who reigned
for a total of fifty five years (1760-1815), although accepting constitutional monarchy still used royal patronage
in an attempt to create a third force in British politics, in opposition to the Whig (Liberal) and Tory
(Conservative) parties of the day. This group was known as the King's Friends' and "professed support for the
Crown as the embodiment of unity against faction." There is nothing to show that a new political party had been
formed but there was a "patriotic desire to see formal government" mixed up with the personal ambition of
those not committed to the two great political groups of the day. These people were never a King's Party but
did not believe in party politics because it created faction in Society and wished to serve sensible men who
provide good administration. This group was never the arbiter of the country's political life, nor the instrument
of the King's personal policy, but they did support the young William Pitt who was made Prime Minister in 1783
at the age of 24, without a party majority.
There is no evidence, however, that the naming of 293 was in any way influenced by the King's Friends' in the political
sense. Perhaps our missing original Minute Book could have cleared up the mystery of our name.
My thanks are offered to Gerald Emerton for invaluable help in editing and helping in the production of this
history. Without his help, advice and encouragement it would not have been possible. My thanks, also, to our
Secretary Stanley Mitchell for his help in providing the necessary documents.
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PART ONE
1793-1880

Chapter One

THE OPENING OF THE LODGE
The King's Friends' Lodge No. 293 was constituted Lodge No. 520 on the 14th. March 1793 at Provincial Grand
Lodge in Chester. The Deputy Grand Master, the Right Worshipful Brother Pattison Ellames took the Chair,
Brother Thomas Crawley acted as Provincial Grand Senior Warden and Brother John Wilbraham, acted as
Provincial Junior Grand Warden supported by other Provincial Grand Lodge Officers - Rev. Page Godfrey,
Provincial Grand Orator and Bro. George French, Provincial Grand Secretary. W. Bro. W. R. Bowen named the
above people in his book Freemasonry in Nantwich published in 1955. W.Bro. J. Armstrong in his "A History of
Freemasonry in Cheshire", published in 1901, named Deputy Provincial Grand Master Charles Hamilton as being
in the Chair, all other names being the same.
The original Minute Book of the Lodge is not in the possession of King's Friends, otherwise our record of Minute
Books from 1793 to 1993 is complete. J. Armstrong in his book of 1901 writes "The first Minute Book of the Lodge,
the one held up as a pattern for imitation by P.G.M., Sir R. S. Cotton, at the annual meeting of P. G. Lodge in 1798,
is, unfortunately, missing, but from 1798 until to-day The Minutes are perfect and in a splendid state of
preservation". Provincial Lodge can find no trace of the original book in their archives so one can only presume
that it was either, kept by some founder member of the King's Friends', or, was passed round for other Lodges to
emulate and was lost.
The founders of the King's Friends' Lodge were Brothers William Neale, Worshipful Master, Charles Davenport,
Senior Warden, Thomas Kitchen, Junior Warden, William Symcock, Edward Key, and William Twemlow. The
Warrant of the Lodge issued In 1793 is still on display in all our Lodge meetings:
"We the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of the most Ancient and Honourable Fraternity of free and accepted Freemasons
in the County of Cheshire in ample form assembled. Do hereby authorise and empower our trusty and well beloved
Bretheren Mr. William Neale, one of our Master Masons, Mr. Charles Davenport, his Senior Warden, and Mr. Thomas
Kitchen, his Junior Warden to form and hold a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons at the house of Charles Davenport,
known by the sign of the Three Pigeons in Nantwich on the second Monday in every Calender Month".
The year 1793 was an important one for King's Friends' Lodge but it was a momentous year for this country, Europe
and the world, because on the 23rd January of that year the leaders of the French Revolution executed their King
Louis XVI, and instituted the "Reign of Terror" when, in a political purge, hundreds of thousands of people were
arrested with nearly three thousand executed in Paris alone. When the French Revolution broke out in 1789 the
British Government and many of our people were sympathetic to their cause, but, this changed with the "Terror"
and then the "Edict of Fraternity" issued by the French Revolutionary
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Government in 1792, in which the French offered assistance to the people of any nation who would rise against their rulers declaring "all
Governments are our enemies, all people our friends."
On the 1st. February 1793 France declared war on Britain, and the two countries remained at war until 1815. This war saw the rise
of Napoleon, his invasion of Russia, fear of invasion in Britain, and the conquest of the rest of Europe, until the defeat of the
French, by the allies, at the battle of Waterloo. William Pitt was the Prime Minister in 1793 and was fearful of the revolutionary
doctrines influencing the people of Britain. The Industrial and Agrarian Revolutions were already transforming Britain and making
us the richest and most economically powerful country in the world, but the changes had made some people discontented. We
were governed by a Parliament and not an absolute ruler, but only the landowners and a few of the large tenant farmers got the
right to vote. This meant that the vast majority of the population had no say in the ruling of their everyday lives. William Pitt.
therefore, because he feared invasion and the spread of revolutionary ideas, introduced measures which would interfere even more
with the liberties of the British people. In 1794 the Habeus Corpus Act was repealed and this meant that people could now be held
by the authorities without charge, or without trial. In 1795 the Treasonable Practices Act allowed the definition of treason to
include those who wrote, or spoke, anything against the Government of the day.
In the same year the Seditious Meetings Bill banned any meeting of more than fifty people without the consent of a magistrate, who also
had the right to disperse any

A copy of the Application to
Register under Unlawful
Oaths etc and The Seditious
and Treasonable Practices
Act.
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meeting of the public of any size. The following year saw an act which required all printing presses to be registered by the authorities.
In 1797 an act which had particular consequences for Freemasons was the Unlawful Oaths Act, which prevented the administration of
oaths without permission of the authorities (punishment for failing to comply with this act included transportation to the Colonies).
This act was aimed mainly at radical political groups, and, the new trade unions which were beginning to be formed and were
subsequently outlawed in 1799 and 1800. Freemasons Lodges obtained permission to administer oaths, but, were required to apply to
be registered with the local authorities, in order to obtain exemption.
The newly formed King's Friends' Lodge duly complied with the Unlawful Oaths Act, and the Cheshire County Records Office in
Chester has the original applications:
Cheshire to Wit
We the underwritten John Cowap and Charles Watson of Nantwich in the County of Chester two of the Members of the Lodge of
Freemasons held at the Talbot Inn called the King's Friends' Lodge and being No. 520 in the list of Lodges do hereby pursuant to an Act
of the 39 Year of his present Majesty entitled, An Act for the most effectual Suppression of Societies established for Seditious and
treasonable Practices, certify upon oath that the said Lodge of which we are respectively Members aforesaid hath before the passing of
the said act been usually held under the denomination of a Lodge of Freemasons under the Constitution of England and in conformity to
the Rules prevailing among the Societies or Lodges of Freemasons in this Kingdom.
Signed John Cowap Charles Watson
Sworn at Nantwich the 31st. day of August in the year of our Lord 1799 Before me M. GARNETT
Addressed to Mr. H. Bowers, Chester
PAID.
The Register of Members submitted with the application, named all the then members of the Lodge which met "at the House of
Mr. Charles Walker in Nantwich in the County aforesaid on the second Monday in every Month and composed the following
Members Viz.
John Cowap
Edward Key
Charles Watson
Thomas Ellison
Joseph Taylor
Wi l li a m S ymc o c k
Thomas Dutton
John Spragg
John Jarvis

Nantwich
Nantwich
Nantwich
Nantwich
Hankelow
N an tw ic h
Atherley
Atherley
Atherley

Woolen Draper
Skinner & Glover
Excise Officer
Wine Merchant
Miller
Rop e mas te r
}
} Gentlemans Servants
}

Dated 11th. September 1799."
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Copy of the register submitted under The Seditious and Treasonable Practices Act
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With these two documents of Registration at the County Record Office in Chester are two applications from printers in
Nantwich, one by the name of George Coman and another in the name of Hannah Snelson. It is, therefore, the
presumation that any printing for King's Friends' Lodge would be done by them.
The Hannah Snelson application runs as follows:"To the Clerk for the Peace in the County of Chester or his Deputy".
"I Hannah Snelson of Nantwich do hereby declare that I have a Printing press & types for Printing which I propose
to use for printing within the town of Nantwich & which I require to be entered for that purpose in pursuance of an
Act passed in the 39th. year of the reign of his Majesty King George 3rd. entitled 'An Act for the more effectual
suppression of Societies established for Seditious and Treasonable purposes & for better preventing Treasonable and
Seditious practices'
Witness my hand this 24th. day of August 1799. Signed in the presence of
John Latham
26th. August 1799 Filed Lawful To Secretary of State."
The King's Friends' Lodge Minute Book entry for the 9th Sept 1799 records that they had sent off "to the Provincial
Grand Lodge at Chester A Certificate and Register agreeable to an Act of Parliament". 45 Shillings was also sent
for the registering of the nine members. The Lodge was consequently allowed to administer and to require the
taking of an oath to keep the secrets of the Craft.
A mention of Freemasonry in Nantwich is found in an advertisement in the 'Chester Courant' of the 16th June 1795:
FESTIVAL OF MASONRY
The Bretheren of two Lodges in Nantwich intend to celebrate the ANNIVERSARY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST,
and hold Procession and FESTIVAL under the direction OF SIR R. S. COTTON, Bart, Provincial Grand Master
of Cheshire, at Nantwich, on Wednesday, the 24th. inst. June, and request the pleasure of the company of such
Lodges, and visiting bretheren as are within the Province.
Tickets will be delivered at the bar of the Crown Inn, Nantwich.
SAMUEL SELLERS
Acting Provincial Grand Secretary.
Our Minute Books contain other references to Processions in full regalia, and public Church Services, in the course of
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The first entry in the oldest minute book in our possession is one from the year
1798:
"October 12th 1798, King's Friends' Lodge held at the Talbot Inn Nantwich in Cheshire - Lodge of Emergency opened
at 7 o'clock in the first, second, and third degrees held for the purpose of installing the Officers of Lodge 520. The
Master and Wardens of the Crown Lodge being requested to attend for that purpose. The Names of the brothers who
attend from the Crown Lodge Viz. Liversage, Maddock, Kent and Pratchett - who installed the following officers.
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John Cowap - Master
Edward Key - Senior Warden
Charles Watson - Junior Warden
Wm. Symcock - Tyler
Brothers Present Taylor, Twemlow."
J. Armstrong in his 'History of Freemasonry in Cheshire' adds the names of those other members holding office at this time as: Thomas
Ellinson, Treasurer, Thos. Swinton, Senior Deacon, and John Jarvis, Junior Deacon, with William Twemlow as Secretary. These names are
confirmed by the List of Officers shown in the Minute Book on the 10th December 1798.
The participation of members of the Crown Lodge in the Installation of King's Friends' Officers is interesting in as much as although
King's Friends' was founded before The Nantwich or 'Crown' Lodge No. 543 it was the Crown Lodge which initially prospered and
had more members. The Minutes of Crown Lodge show a certain amount of disharmony and this has been commented on by W.Bro. A.
G. Mathie in his 'History of the Original Crown Lodge, No. 543 (1794-1809)' written in 1983. The Minute Book of Lodge No. 543 was
given into the keeping of King's Friends when the 'Crown' Warrant was transferred to another Lodge.
The Crown Minute book records on the 13th January 1797 - " Brother Turner moved that when ever an Installation of Officers shall
take place at the King's Friends' Lodge in this Town, no Brother of this Lodge shall on any account be present or assist at the same, as
the Bretheren of that Lodge have thought proper to treat the proffered services of this Lodge in a most unbrotherly and contemptuous
manner."
The ill-feeling appears to have arisen when Bro. Pass, Secretary of King's Friends, had made private representations to certain members of
Crown Lodge, namely, Leversage and Maddocks, for assistance in the installation of Officers. This help the two gentlemen promised to
give but when Bro. Pass passed on the offer of assistance to King's Friends' it was refused in open lodge. According to the Crown Minute
Book Bro. Pass said that, " they would rather continue in their Old Mode of Irregularity and Ignorance than accept the proffered services."
By October 1798, Bros. Leversage, Maddocks, Kent and Pratchett are assisting in the Installation of Officers at King's Friends. There
appears to be no record as to how, or when, the rift was healed. I have not, however, found any subsequent reference to Bro. Pass, or even
any reference prior to 1797 because Bro Twemlow was secretary in 1798.
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Chapter two 1809-1820

NANTWICH GREETS LORD COMBERMERE
There may have been some truth "in their Old Mode of Irreguality and Ignorance" because, in the large Minute
Book which was started in 1809, Brother John Rainford Edleston appended a Preface. He states that his "much
beloved and ever to be lamented Mother" had died, and that he was presenting this "expensive book" to support "the Dignity of the King's Friends' Lodge ...That a Book of this Description has long
been wanting, the disorderly situation of our Records and the loose manner in which the Laws & Regulations of the
Lodge are transcribed sufficiently testify, appearing as if we were neither industrious, expert or Systematic Masons. I
should recommend everything that you may deem worthy of preservation to be neatly transcribed in this Book properly
arranged and devised by some able Brother, so as to render it at any time fit to present to the Grand Lodge and in the
course of Time a valuable Legacy for Posterity, an interesting Volume of their Forefathers masonic Labours, social
Recreations, wise Resolutions useful precedents and Virtuous proceedings.
I am with Sentiments of Esteem Etc.
a Brother
Nantwich Jan 29 1809
John Rainford Edleston."
The last entry in Bro. Edleston's book was on the 25th May 1880 when a new book had to be bought. Until the end of
1822, separate books were kept and then copied into the main Minute Book.
After the Preface, the Minute Book contains a copy of the Bye Laws of the Lodge which were in force in 1809, and
which are shown in their entirety in APPENDIX ONE.
The long war against France placed many stresses on the two Freemasons Lodges in Nantwich. The 'Crown' Lodge
in particular found the demands of the local Militia on their time, and other problems of a country involved in a
long war, too much and on the 10th February 1809 Lodge No. 543 of the Crown Inn Nantwich, lost its Warrant
by order of Grand Lodge. This was not quite the end of 'Crown' Lodge because it is recorded that "On the 25th
October 1809 there was a Masonic Procession to Nantwich Church to celebrate the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
Accession of King George III. The Bretheren of the King's Friends' and 'Crown' Lodges, in amity once more, met
at William Kent's house and went in Procession two by two to the Church and afterwards to the Talbot Inn for
supper."
There were changes for King's Friends' too, in 1815, as the war ended. In July of that year the number of the
Lodge was altered from 520 to Lodge No. 553 and, on the 9th October 1815 the members voted to move their
meetings from the Talbot Inn to The Lamb. On the 8th July 1816 the Minutes of the Lodge show that a "Brother
Tomlinson made the Brothers a present of a Very Handsome Sword" and that they "drank his health in his absence
with three times three." The previous
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year, 1814, saw the Lodge participating in a very important local event. James Hall in his 'History of the Town and Parish of Nantwich'
published by Private Subscription in 1883 recalls the following events:
"On the 17th May 1814, Sir Stapleton Cotton, the renowned hero of the Peninsular War was raised to the Peerage, by the title of Baron
Combermere. The return of his lordship to Combermere Abbey was marked by great rejoicing in the neighbourhood. At Wrenbury, on the 29th
May, four sheep were roasted on the village green and three barrels of stout Cheshire ale provided for the feast, at which two hundred sat
down. His lordship was chaired and carried by four tenants, colours flying, and the band playing 'God Save the King', amid loud huzzas. After
the dance, in which his lordship led off with Miss Harding, the whole village was illuminated, and thus ended the day of village festivities.
On Wednesday, the 20th July, Nantwich had its demonstration in honour of Lord Combermere, when a grand dinner was given in the Assembly
Room, furnished by William Holyoak of the Crown. Inn. His Lordship in the full dress of a Lieutenant General decorated with military orders,
was received by the gentlemen of the town at Newtown (Welsh Row Head), and conducted to an 'Antique triumphal Car' adorned with ribbands
and drawn by men. The procession, consisting of trumpeters, constables and gentlemen on horseback, the Lodge of Freemasons (of which his
Lordship has held the highest office) and members of different clubs, passed through the principal streets, which everywhere displayed flags and
festoons of evergreens. At the Market Hall, in the centre of the town, (Prior to the 1860s the market building was on the Square) the Freemasons
had arranged themselves in a circle, Brother Fawcett (one of Mr. Stanton's Company of Comedians and a member of Royal Brunswick Lodge
No. 527) presented an address to his Lordship, who descended from the car, to express his appreciation of his honour. From thence the
procession moved under a triumphal arch of laurel surmounted with a crown and 'G.R.' to the entertainment provided at the Crown Inn. At night
the whole town was illuminated."
The Lodge Minutes are not as colourful as James Hall's description but on 20th July 1814 "it was resolved That an Address be presented
to Lord Combermere expressive of our Congratulations on his safe return to England after arduous and successful struggles in Aid of
His Country's Cause, and that the Address be recited
by Brother Fawcett of the Royal Brunswick Lodge No. 527........ That the Brothers
after proceeding through the streets with the General Procession do form themselves in order in the Town Hall where Brother Fawcett is
to recite the Address and after such recital to deliver the Address to the Right Worshipful Master who is to redeliver the same to his
Lordship. After the delivery of the Address his Lordship will resume his Situation in the Triumphal Car and the Brothers forming their
order anew must proceed to the Crown Inn preceded by a Band playing a Masonic Air."
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Chapter three

THE 1820's
The Minute Book 1809-1878 records which ceremonies were held, which people were made members of the
Lodge, which people resigned, which visitors attended, references to Provincial Grand Lodge with regard to dues
that had to be paid and summonses to be obeyed, and attendances at Provincial Lodge - but, at times, a glimpse is
obtained of the individual members of the Lodge and an insight into their individual problems, feelings and
actions. Thus, on the 1st November 1820, all members were notified that the expulsion of Bro. Welch was to be
considered on the 20th November but that this was not to be done "without a fair, considered, and open hearing,"
but, that he should not be allowed to remain a member "unless the reports can be satisfactorily and clearly
disproved." At the meeting on the 20th November, Bro. Welch was charged by Bro. Barker "of forging his name
to Bill of Exchange for Nineteen Pounds which Bill was paid by Bro. Welch to Mr. Wm. Betteley." We are told
that "Bro. Welch acknowledges the charges to be true." Three secret Ballots were then held and on each of them
the vote was for expulsion. The ballot process involved black and white beans to register a 'Yes' or 'No' vote,
much the same process that is used today, when in a secret ballot a bean is placed into the Yes or No compartment
of a box.
In April 1821 the members of the King's Friends' were asked to assist the family of one of its members; "It was
represented this night that Bro. Wade who is now confined in Chester Castle for Debt was in Distress by being
confined so long, his wife applied to Lodge 553 craving their assistance." During this part of the nineteenth century
people were imprisoned for debt and remained in prison until the debt was paid off. The Lodge members responded
to this appeal from Mrs.Wade because the Minutes record that "Accordingly a Subscription was entered into when
the sum of 9 shillings for the relief of Brother Wade was subscribed by the brothers and given unto his wife and
family." What subsequently happened to Bro. Wade and his family cannot be found from the Minutes.
Another example in the 1820s of the members being asked for assistance is recorded on the 28th January 1828,
when it was reported "A letter having been received from Bro. John Smith soliciting relief in consequence of the
loss of a cow it was agreed to give him the sum of five shillings from Bro. Frederick Kent's Fund." The numerous
farming members of our present Lodge should not, however, believe that this established a precedent in King's
Friends'.
I have already mentioned the demise of the Nantwich (Crown) Lodge but a minute of the 7th December 1829 tells
us that "Brother Groucott has this evening handsomely made an offer that he will deposit in King's Friends' Lodge
the Jewels lately belonging to the Crown Lodge which were formerly left in the care of Bro. John Garnett and
given up by him to the care of Bro. Groucott. At the same time it is agreed that the care of The said Jewels from
time to time be Transferred to the
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Worshipful Master for his time being, who with his officers shall give a receipt for the same."
The participation of Freemasonry in public affairs appears to have been much more the norm in the earlier part of the nineteenth century,
for instance, on the "14th September 1819 it was agreed that Bro. Tomlinson should address a letter to the Rt. W. Provincial G. M. to
sanction and to attend a meeting and to walk in procession at the building of a new bridge over the River Weaver - Shrewbridge,
Nantwich."
Then again, on the 25th June 1821, "This day the Brothers of King's Friends' Lodge and several other Lodges attended to Celebrate the
Festival of St. John the Baptist. The Lodge assembled at Mr. John Yardley's Welsh Row in a large room well adapted for the purpose to
move in procession to the Parish Church of Nantwich, where an Excellent Sermon was preached by the Rev. Bro. Leigh of the Noah's
Ark Lodge. The Brotherhood continued in good order to the Lamb Inn where an Excellent Dinner was provided by Bro. Copestick, the
day was Spent with the utmost Sociality. Numerous loyal and proper Sentiments were given in the course of the Evening. The Hilarity
was increased by several Brothers Favouring the Bretheren with Songs and proper Sentiments upon the Occasion. The Thanks of the
whole Lodge were offered to Bro. Leigh for his Excellent Sermon upon the Occasion. 49 sat down to Dinner. The Thanks of the K.F.
Lodge was given to the different Lodges who attended so Kindly upon the occasion. "
Despite the recording of these public occasions, in which the King's Friends' Lodge were involved, I can find no mention in the Minute Book
of the consecration of Samaritan Lodge of Sandbach on the 15th August 1821. This is very surprising as King's Friends' and the Noah's Ark
Lodge of Middlewich are named as the sponsors. The Dispensation authorising the formation of Samaritan Lodge was on the 23rd September
1821, and the issuing of the Official Warrant by the Grand Master on the 23rd October 1821. The original number of the Samaritan Lodge was
745, changed to 479 in 1832, and 368 in 1863.
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Chapter four - 1830's

VISIT OF PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER
The Combermere Lodge of Love and Harmony from Over, does however, figure in our records. On the 24th June 1832, a Lodge
of Emergency met several bretheren of that Lodge "to render them Advice and Assistance as to the Consecration of their Lodge
which they were anxious should be solemnised as soon as possible." It had already been agreed at a Lodge on the 27th December
1831, to sell them "a handsome Floor Cloth" which King's Friends' wished to dispose of. The Emergency meeting decided to
write to Viscount Combermere to attend the consectation and authorised the Secretary to write to the new Provincial Grand
Master, and resolved "to grant the loan of such Requisites as may be necessary" and to "render their Assistance on the occasion."
Bro. Tomlinson, the Secretary of King's Friends' reported in August that he had written to Viscount Combermere with an
invitation to attend the Consecration "to which his Lordship had graciously replied that as soon as the Cholera had subsided
(which he was informed was very prevalent in Over and its Vicinity) he would be most happy to attend the Lodge of Peace and
Harmony and that he would inform Bro. Tomlinson when it would be agreeable and convenient to him." An invitation to attend
the Consecration was received on the 31st August 1832 and "the members of King's Friends unanimously agreed to attend on
the 12th September."
Viscount Combermere had become the Provincial Grand Master of Cheshire in 1830, and this was a matter of much pride and
gratification to the members of King's Friends'. A deputation of three members Bros. Groucott, Kent and Tomlinson were sent
in September 1830 "to wait upon Bro. Lord Viscount Combermere to invite him to honour the King's Friends' Lodge with a visit."
They duly reported on the 13th October that "the Request was graciously acceded to by
his Lordship who promised to visit a private lodge of our own subscribing..................
with an order that he might report our proceedings to his Royal Highness, the Duke of Sussex, the Worshipful Grand Master at the
Grand Lodge in London." His Lordship's brother was an Entered Apprentice in King's Friends', who was passed on the 28th
November 1830, and raised on the 27th December of the same year. Viscount Combermere attended our Lodge on the 26th October
1830, the members having been given a dispensation to join a procession in their Masonic Regalia, formed by "the Gentlemen of
the Town and Neighbourhood from Welsh Row Head to the Crown Inn." Followed by a dinner in honour of his
Lordship.George IV died on 26th June 1830, and there is a copy of a letter from Grand Lodge in the Minute Book which
requests "Upon this melancholy Occasion of the Decease of His late Most Gracious Majesty King George The Fourth, the
Patron of the Order, all Lodges are to be put into Mourning until the end of the present year that is to say, the Collars of all the
Officers are to be covered in Black Crepe, and every brother will wear Black Gloves and place three Black Crepe Rosettes upon
his Apron."
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The period of mourning following the death of the King probably accounts for the length of time elapsing between Lord
Combermere being made the Provincial Grand Master and the time of his Installation in Office, which took place at King's
Friends' Lodge Nantwich, at a Lodge of Emergency, on the 3rd March 1831. Various Lodges from around the County attended
the Lamb Inn. The Lodge was opened in the normal way and a Brother Joseph Cliffe was raised to the degree of a Master Mason.
The Lodge was then opened in the Fourth Degree and became the Provincial Grand Lodge. "Brothers Groucott and Cotton
introduced Bro. the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Combermere who was installed as Provincial Grand Master for the County of
Chester." The P.G. Master then installed his Officers, four of which came from Nantwich. Henry Tomlinson - Prov. G. Secretary,
Bro. Groucott P.G.J.W., Bro. Henry Kent P.G.D. Bro. Fleshbutt P.G.I.G.

Chapter five

THE 1830's AND 1840's
The rest of the 1830's and the 1840's appears to have been a relatively quiet period in the Lodge's history. In May of 1831 the
Minute Book records that "in accordance with The Minute Book of the last Lodge meeting on the 25th April: "A Brother from
the Union Lodge, Macclesfield was invited and visited several Bretheren of this Lodge, and privately instructed them in the
new method of working which the King's Friends' Lodge henceforth intend to practise." These changes in the ritual and the
general reorganisation that was taking place in Masonry resulted in the Lodge number being changed again from No. 553 to
No. 370, and may have been symptomatic of the general changes that were taking place in British Society. Widespread agitation
led to the first Parliamentary Reform Bill in 1832 which for the first time gave the vote to the middle classes, whilst the artisan
classes, having failed to obtain the vote for themselves, turned to the growing Trade Union movement, and the Chartist
Movement, demanding - 'one man, one vote.' Many Nantwich people were involved in the demand for reform in all three of
these movements. Thomas Dunning in his memoirs writes "Few shoemakers earned more than 9 shillings per week, though
working from twelve to sixteen hours per day." "Wages for making the best military heeled boots being 1s. 10d. per pair, flat
heels ls. 8d. seconds much less."
The population of Nantwich during the 1831 Census was 4,886 with 952 houses. Many of these were shoemakers, though
the 1831 Census does not give an exact figure. The 1851 Census does, however, give us an indication by showing 1,150
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people engaged in the leather trade, this would include women and children as well as men. At this date there
were 500 men in the Shoemakers' Union and there were still 930 people in the shoe trade in 1881. King's Friends'
had members from both sides of the shoe making industry, some were factory owners and workers, and some
were independent craftsmen. Declining attendances and requests for relief of members in this and other Lodges,
is a reflection of the problems being faced on the political, economic and public health fronts by the people of
the town. In an age when there was no state relief for the poor, the sick and the aged, people were beginning to
rely on their social clubs and organisations to help - thus Friendly Societies were established which provided forms
of insurance for sickness and burial. Trade unions began schemes which would help their members in sickness
and old age, and their widows and orphans. Similarly, Masonic Lodges were encouraged to help non-masonic
people in distress, as well as to provide help and assistance to their own members and to members from other
Lodges.
Thus in March 1832, a "petition was received from Bro. John Holland of Peace & Concord Lodge no. 586 in
Preston, stating that he was reduced to great distress and humbly praying the Brothers of this Lodge to relieve
him. The case was well authenticated and the Bretheren present voted him 5 shillings out of the Lodge Funds."
The changing of the Lodge number to 370 led to a Resolution in April 1833, "that Brother Rogers shall be employed
to alter the Number on the Lodge Glasses." and on the 26th November of the same year we are told that - "Brother
Rogers having displayed a very elegant transparent Lamp with suitable devices which he had painted for the Use
and Ornament of the Lodge. It was recommended and agreed
... that an allowance be made to him from the funds of the Lodge for the expense
of materials." Further additions to the Lodge furniture came in 1835 when a Minute dated the 30th November
records that "Brother Groucott in consequence of his leaving this part of the County to reside in Warwickshire
delivered to the Lodge a Bible, Crimson Velvet Cushion and a Pair of Columns."
The members of King's Friends' participated in two public processions in the 1830s. The first one was proposed
by the W. M. on the 29th February 1836, when he wished the Lodge to seek a Dispensation from the Provincial
Grand Master for "a Procession and Festival on Whit Monday on the Occasion of laying the Foundation Stone of
a National Sunday School in Nantwich." This application was successful and the Dispensation was granted by Lord
Viscount Combermere with orders that it should be entered in the Minute Book and allowed the members to "proceed in Masonic Form and Clothing to the Procession with other Gentlemen of the Town and
Neighbourhood" for the laying of the foundation stone and then, "to hear Divine Service at the Parish Church,
and after Service you are to return in like manner to your Lodge Room." The W. M. was also "strictly charged not
to permit any of the Bretheren to appear abroad in the Clothing and Jewels of their Order except in going and
returning with the Procession."
The second Dispensation to join a Procession was for a national celebration, namely, the Coronation of Queen
Victoria in 1838, this was granted for the 12th
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June of that year. The Lodge met that day at the Lamb Inn and the members were "called by the W. M. to celebrate the Coronation of her
Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria. The Bretheren in full Masonic Clothing joined the Magistrates, Clergy and Gentlemen of the
Town and Neighbourhood, the Members of all the Benefit Societies, the Children of the various Schools in a Public Procession. The
Gentlemen assembled at Welsh Row Head, to which place the Bretheren (after having clothed and opened the Lodge in due form)
repaired. The Procession accompanied by several Bands of Music playing the National Anthem and other popular tunes, then proceeded
down the Welsh Row through High Street and separated at the Market Hall (this was in those days situated on the Square, it was
demolished in 1860) The Bretheren then proceeded to the Lodge Room, closed the Lodge and spent the Evening in Social Harmony."
Lord Viscount Combermere again visited the Lodge on the 16th March 1840, when Six Candidates were initiated. This was one more
than the Book of Constitutions permitted so the Provincial Grand Master issued a Dispensation for six candidates "Mr. Jn. Shaw, Mr.
Geo. Bradshaw, Mr. Thomas Whittingham, Mr Henry Hales, Mr Jos. Cookson - aged 34, Mr. W. Sandford - aged 32, were duly
initiated." After the Lodge had been closed Mr. Copestick had agreed to provide a 'Special Dinner' at the Lamb at a cost of £7 1 Os for
a 'handsome Dinner and Dessert'. The Minutes relate that "the Evening was spent in the greatest harmony and not a little gratification
was expressed when the R. W. Provincial Grand Master passed a high euloguim on the working of the Lodge in which he declared that
it was not to be surpassed by any Lodge in his Province and concluded by assuring the Lodge that his son the Hon. Bro. Wellington
Cotton who was initiated at Chester should be either passed or raised in the King's Friends' Lodge."

Chapter six

HARD TIMES 1830 - 1850
Despite this high praise of the working of King's Friends' Lodge the attendance at Lodge meetings was not good in the 1830's and
1840's and 1850's. The enthusiasm was still present but times were obviously hard and some members seem to have found it difficult to
pay their dues to the Lodge. In 1834 and 1835 there were eight meetings when there were no ceremonies. In 1842 the largest meeting
had 14 people present and on two meetings no one attended. On the 21st September of that year it was resolved "that a Bottle of Wine
to be paid for from the funds of the Lodge be sent to Bro.Sant who is dangerously ill." This gesture was seemingly
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much appreciated for on the 19th October, Bro. Sant was at the Lodge meeting, but Lodge attendances were not
similarly revived. Minutes into 1845 showed numerous resolutions appertaining to members in arrears, and in
December 1844 letters were sent to all members "asking them to pay arrears of subscriptions or the members name
would be erased from the Books of the Lodge." There were only six members present at the meeting after the
letter was sent out, and at the meeting held on the 18th June, when eight members were present, it was "Resolved
that the Lodge consists of 9 members who had cleared their arrears of subscriptions."
Two new members were initiated on the 17th September 1845, when seven other members were present, and at
the meeting on the 15th October 1845 again, there were only seven members present and they were told that the
Master and the two Wardens were to report to the Provincial Grand Lodge at Macclesfield but, as "the Funds were
very small it was unanimously resolved that the W. M. do attend to represent the Lodge and that any other Brother
going should do so at their own expense." This again illustrates that King's Friends' were suffering from a lack of
funds and members and, in fact, no other recorded meeting was held until 1851. A

The letter from W.Bro.
Griffiths, Secretary of
King's Friends' Lodge to
Grand Lodge in 1851.
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letter from the Provincial Grand Secretary to Grand Lodge dated 26th March 1851, of which the Library and Museum of
Grand Lodge have provided us with a copy, states that King's Friends' Lodge "has been in a very languid state for some
years but I hope is likely to go on and prosper." The letter also showed that the dues to Grand Lodge were paid up to
date, and that the Lodge had nine members. The Worshipful Master was Edward H. Griffiths who was also Provincial
Grand Secretary, a position he held for 49 years. The return shows that the nine members consisted of a Veterinary
Surgeon, a Surgeon, an Ironmonger, a Bookseller, a Banker, a Draper, an Innkeeper, and two Cordwainers
(Shoemakers).
There were probably other factors which affected the attendance at Lodge meetings at this time as a series of very
serious outbreaks of cholera, typhus and other diseases were experienced in the town. It needs to be remembered that
public health conditions were very poor by modern standards and, for example an open sewer ran down the centre of
Welsh Row until the early 1860's. James Hall, who wrote his 'History of the Town and Parish of Nantwich' in 1883,
recalls that:
"In June 1849 the plague of Asiatic Cholera visited the Town and in a short space of fourteen weeks nearly 1000 cases were
reported out of a population of 6000; resulting in 180 deaths. All the inhabitants were more or less affected by the peculiar
atmospheric cause of Cholers. Many people fled from the plague stricken town, and trade
came almost to a standstill. No markets were held; and no Fair in September; even country milk-sellers refused to come to
the town, and grass grew in the streets.
Funerals took place daily and at all hours.......... When the epidemic was at its height,
sufficient grave room for the dead could not be found in the ancient Churchyard. In this exigency a parcel of land on the Barony
called 'Finger-post Field', belonging to the Workhouse, was purchased for £400 raised by public subscription, and on the 20th
July 1849, licence was granted by the Bishop for burial of the dead; Episcopal Consecration being deferred until the 19th July
of the following year."
This great disaster in the town led to strenuous efforts in the next thirty years to bring a proper water supply to the town,
enclose the open sewers, and improve the buildings. It is not, therefore, surprising that the Lodge should "be in a languid
state" in the 1840s and 1850s.
The Lodge started to meet on a regular basis again on the 19th March 1851, when there were seven members present and
two visitors. At this meeting two joining members were proposed and seconded, and one new member for initiation. A
proposal was also passed that at the following meeting in April the Bye Laws should be amended so that "the Annual
Subscription shall be raised to 30 shillings per annum, payable half yearly in advance." This change was duly authorised
at the April 9th meeting.
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Chapter Seven
HAVE YOU ANYTHING TO GIVE
IN THE CAUSE OF CHARITY ?
Despite the hard times which the Lodge members had had to face they do not forget their obligations to Charity.
At the meeting on the 9th April the bretheren voted on, and approved, a resolution that "Bro. Massie for many
years a brother of this Lodge and now in indigent circumstances and a cripple be allowed one shilling per week
from the funds of the Lodge." On the 29th September 1852, the members of King's Friends' renewed this grant
"as Bro. Massy is in his 80th. Year and until he gains an annuity from Grands Lodge -" Bro. Massey had joined
the Lodge in 1818. The Lodge then went on to pass a resolution that "the sum of Twenty Shillings annually be
subscribed by this Lodge to the Annuity Fund of the Grand Lodge of Aged Freemasons." This is an indication
of the gradual assumption of the Grand Lodge of the organisation of the giving of Masonic bretheren to their
less fortunate bretheren on a national rather than an ad hoc basis. On the 7th March 1860, the minutes record
that Grand Lodge had remitted an annuity of £5 to Brother Massey. The members of King's Friends' still
continued their help and on the 20th February 1861 agreed that "Bro. Massy be allowed 2 shillings a week instead
of one shilling, from Lodge Funds as Bro. Massey having expressed a desire to resign his Office as Inner Guard
in consequence of his advanced age, viz. 94, and his infirmities."
Before the organisation of the Charities on a national basis, it had been the custom of a Lodge, which had a member
in distressed circumstances, or in need of a relief, to issue an appeal to other Lodges in the Province, or on a wider
basis, to give their help. On the 5th November 1862, the Lodge meeting was informed of the death of Bro. Kent
"who had ably performed the duties of Secretary for some years. 'The meeting' moved that deep regrets be
expressed to his family at his untimely decease and that his Family having been left in straightened circumstances,
a Subscription be entered into by the Lodge on their behalf and an appeal be made to the Lodges in the Province
to assist with their contributions." On the 26th October 1863, it was proposed that the "sum of 5 shillings of every
initiation fee and 1 shilling of every joining fee be given to the Treasurer of the Cheshire Masonic Educational
Institution...." It was, also, ordered by the W. M. "that the votes this Lodge be entitled to in the Cheshire Masonic
Educational Institution may be given to the youngest son of the late Bro. Kent." Indicating that the educating of
the children of deceased Masons was being undertaken at this early date. The sending of children to school was
not compulsory, at this time, and very few people could afford to send their children to the local Grammar School
or Private School.
In Nantwich in 1860, Nantwich Grammar School amalgamated with The Blue Cap School and moved to new
buildings in Welsh Row. There were only 24 pupils on the first Register and boys under ten had to pay a shilling a
week, and those over
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ten two shillings. There were voluntary schools in the town run by the Church of England and another by the Methodist Church which
taught the three Rs (Reading, Writing and Arithmetic) but again the parents were required to pay some pence each week. It is not
surprising that in an age when wages were very low even a few pence a week would be an intolerable burden on the family budget when
they may have six or seven children. This was especially so when the family wage was low because children could be employed in the
factories in the town (Shoe and cotton factories) from a very early age.
In 1891 a 'Free Schooling Elementary Education Act' was passed which gave parents the right to demand free elementary education for
their children. Compulsion for parents to send their children to school only came gradually between 1870 and 1902. Even so despite
these trends after 1870 no child could be employed under ten, this was raised to eleven in 1893, and to thirteen in 1900. Governments
were trying to obtain attendance at school to improve the general standard of literacy and numeracy by removing the economic motive
that parents had to send their off-springs out to work in order to improve the family's standard of living. In Victorian times great store
was placed on education as a means of progressing to a better life which, they believed, could only be achieved by your own efforts.
The provision of education for the sons of deceased Masons was regarded as a necessary step to take the bereaved family out of the
poverty trap, because with no Widows Pensions the spectre of the Workhouse became a very real possibility.
Other examples are shown in the records of Charitable gifts made by members of King's Friends'. In April 1864, "£10 was granted from
funds to Bro. Willet formerly residing in Nantwich now residing in Crewe on a application to the Lodge for relief now." "A further £1
was given in February 1867. Non masonic people were also helped. On the 1st January 1862 members decided to contribute three
guineas to "the Fund for the relief of the distressed operatives in Nantwich which was carried unanimously." This distress had been
caused in the town by, firstly, a strike by shoemakers over the introduction of sewing machines into the shoe factories and, secondly,
because of the closure of the Cotton factories in Nantwich due to a cotton famine caused by the cutting off of much of our cotton
supplies as a result of the Civil War in the United States of America. In the 1861 Census the population of the Town was 6,225. Of this
total 1,749 people were engaged in the shoe and clothing industries. It is interesting to note that a Mr. L. Gilbert who was a Shoe
Manufacturer and, according to James Hall in the 'History of the Town and Parish of Nantwich' was the first person to introduce sewing
machines for use in shoe factories in Nantwich in 1859, applied to join King's Friends in July 1866 but his application was rejected.
There appears no record of any donation from the Lodge towards the 1860 restoration of Nantwich Church, but, there is mention of a
proposal being passed in March 1874 for "the sum of five pounds be given from the funds of this Lodge towards the special gift for the
restoration of Chester Cathedral."
The beginning of a tradition still upheld by King's Friends' came on the 13th
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February 1867, when it was decided by the members that "a collection box be handed round, every Lodge night,
for Charitable purposes." The first collection on that night realised 4s. 6d. Donations voted in December 1866 and
November 1867, each of "five pounds to Royal Benevolent Institution for Aged Freemasons and
their Widows which ............. will constitute this Lodge, Life Governors in perpetuity."
In January 1886 ten Guineas was given to the Fund of Benevolence towards the "purchasing of a perpetual presentation
to the Boys School." In January 1878 ten pounds was donated to the Girls School. All these instances showing that the
Charities were being put on a more formalised footing and that 'giving' was being recognised as a regular part of the
members masonic obligations.

Chapter eight 1860 - 1880

WE BECOME LODGE No.293
Minute Books do not tend to explain why resolutions are passed or needed, or, what the feelings of the members
were at a particular moment in time. They record no discussion either for or against, instead we have a Chronicle
of what was actually decided should be done for the Lodge - the rest is mere speculation. Thus, apart from the
charitable activities already discussed, the 1860's and 1870's seem to have given rise to much discussion over the
furnishings, membership and comfort of the Lodge. King's Friends' seemed to attract members from other areas,
some of them may have come to work in Nantwich or, perhaps, they travelled to our meetings - the influx came
from Manchester, Wem, and Market Drayton.
The Lodge seemed anxious to improve the quality of the furniture. A new 'Floor Cloth' was agreed to in 1860. In
the following year, 1861, it was proposed at the October meeting that "Pedestals should be provided for the use of
the Senior and Junior Wardens." In December it was agreed "that two old Pedestals, also belonging to the Lodge,
should be repaired for that purpose." In February 1862 it was resolved "That a new Chair be purchased for the use
of the Worshipful Master", with the proviso added in February "that not more than Ten Pounds be expended." A
chair was seen in London by Bro. Garnett and, on 27th April 1863 it was recommended that it "be purchased and
the Secretary be instructed to write for the same." The Wardens were not forgotten in this refurbishment and in
November 1863 it was "ordered that two chairs be made for the Senior and Junior Wardens and the Pedestals be
raised." To complete the Lodge revamp "in January 1863 Bro. Nixson presented a handsome sword for the use of
the Inner Guard," and in April 1873 it was proposed "that Three Tracing Boards be purchased for the use of the
Lodge". All this refitting is referred to in the Minute Book but the change of
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the number of the Lodge to 293 does not get a mention. The entry for the 26th October 1863 carries the No. 293 instead of the No. 370 but no
communique from Grand Lodge decreeing this is mentioned.
Provincial Grand Lodge was again held at Nantwich on the 11th October 1860, and this may account for the desire to refurbish that was
mentioned above. Viscount Combermere once more officiated, but on this occasion the meeting was held at the Town Hall, Nantwich.
Past Master Crawley took the Chair "due to the unexplained absence of W. Bro. Marsland." "The Provincial Grand Lodge then entered the
Hall and the business of the Provincial Grand Lodge having being transacted the Lodge was closed in due form." At the November
meeting W. Bro. Marsland apologised to the members for absence from the Provincial Grand Lodge meeting because he "was too unwell
to leave his bed in consequence of a severe inflammatory attack." His illness was obviously a severe one because at the December meeting
his death was announced.
The third matter that was constantly referred to during the 1860's and 1870's was the comfort and well being of the members. On the
16th February 1859, a motion for a great deal of refurbishment, renovation and restoring of Lodge furniture was withdrawn because
"of the low state of the Funds" but this did not stop the passing of a motion that "the Dinner Bills at this and all meetings of the
Lodge to Midsummer might be brought in and settled before the Bretheren depart, and that after Midsummer the Dinner or Supper
and Ale be paid out of the Funds of the Lodge, but Wine or Spirits by the Bretheren partaking." At a meeting during the following
February some members tried to get this changed so that "wine was also paid for out of Lodge Funds," but this was defeated. In 1862
at the November meeting the day of Lodge meetings was changed from "Wednesday to the Monday on or before the full Moon" and
the venue was changed from the "Crown Hotel as the landlord Mr. Plant was leaving, and it was expedient that the Lodge should be
removed to the Lamb Hotel, where Bro. Oates had provided ample accommodation for the bretheren." The change of venue seemed
to lead to changes over supper bills for on the 18th. January 1867, following a Notice of Motion at the previous lodge meeting, the
members agreed unanimously a resolution "that each meeting of the Lodge a Supper be provided, the price of the Supper Ticket be
fixed at two shillings and sixpence, including malt liquor and the Supper Bill (not less than £1) shall be paid out of the funds of the
Lodge." This obviously led to a shortfall because in November 1867 they are raising the price to 3 shillings and sixpence, and in
March 1874 the cost to each member was increased to five shillings.
Other changes included the starting of meetings at six o'clock instead of four, and reducing the Subscriptions to the Lodge to £1 per
annum for those members who reside more than eight miles from Nantwich, "in addition to the full Charges for his dinner at each time
of his attending the Lodge." The latter changes took place on 2nd May 1876, when the day of Lodge Meetings was changed to the
Tuesday. Joining members of the Lodge who lived more than eight miles from Nantwich were to pay £1-5s from 1877, as well as paying
for meals when they attended.
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Part Two

Chapter nine

RELIEF AND DISTRESS
Visitors seemed an integral part of the life of King's Friends' as hardly a Lodge passed by without visitors being present, a tradition which we
like to believe is still carried on today. A large number of joining members are shown in the records for these years at a time when most people
in their lifetimes did not travel far from the area where they had been born. The development of rail travel and the invention of the bicycle were
beginning to bring cheaper travel and this may account for the fact that at the presentation of the Centenary Warrant five hundred people are
mentioned as being present with every Lodge in the County being represented. Perhaps, one of the factors that encouraged visitors to come to
our meetings was that a resolution was passed on the 21st September 1880, that "all Visiting Bretheren have their dinners paid for out of the
Lodge funds and their Wine paid for by the introducing Brother, this not to apply to the St. John's meeting."
The Minutes contain no detail of the ceremonies, apart from the particular degree conducted on a particular day, but one interesting factor emerges,
which sheds a little light on these earlier proceedings, from an entry on the 15th February 1881, when it was proposed and carried "that for the future
all Candidates for Initiation shall not be divested of their Trousers in their preparation for the Ceremony."
Another minute in the same year 1881 saw a Brother Lisle speaking "of the desirability of establishing a Royal Arch Chapter in connection
with this Lodge which was received by the members present most favourably" and the Secretary "was requested to ascertain the number of the
Bretheren who would be willing to join."
In 1882, in March, a Mr. Walter Edmond Hall, Hospital Street, 23 years of age, Professor of Music, was initiated, passed on the 9th May and
then "resigned as a Member of the Lodge in consequence of his departure for America." In 1884 Walter Edmond Hall reappears again. He
applies to become a joining member and his occupation is given as "Organist at the Cathedral, Denver, Colorado." He was balloted for in May,
"accepted, and raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason," but then resigned in September. One can only presume that he was home on
holiday, or that he got another job away from Nantwich.
From 1883 onwards it became the custom in the Lodge to make a contribution to Masonic Charities at the time of the Installation. In 1883 a
sum of 40 Guineas was donated, and the amount given varies according to the strength of Lodge funds in a particular year. Other amounts
would be given during the course of the year from individuals or the Lodge. Cheshire Masonic Charities in particular were singled out, for
example, in November 1883 and in January 1884 the Lodge sent to the Province Twenty Guineas on each occasion. In December 1884, Thirty
Five Guineas was given from Lodge Funds to "the Cheshire Educational Masonic Institution to meet an equal amount subscribed by seven of
the Bretheren." On the 3rd January 1893, a letter was read in Lodge from the Provincial Grand Secretary
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with reference to the proposed "formation of a new Charity for Cheshire to be called - A Fund of Benevolence confined to the
Province of Cheshire for Relief of Aged Masons and their Widows." In February the Lodge donated £15-15s. as "an instalment
on account of a proposed gift of 25 Guineas (£26.25p) to the new Cheshire Charity." In September 1894 it was reported at the
Provincial Grand Lodge Banquet at Southport "That the King's Friends' Lodge headed the list of subscriptions", in relation to
the "Cheshire Benevolent Institution." In the same year 1894 our Lodge had cast its vote for the merging of the two Cheshire
Charities - the Educational, and the Benevolent, into one.
A more immediate concern was shown for local needs throughout this period and their are abundant references to how our
predecessors responded to the call for relief to 'suffering and distress'. The amounts of money given during this period must
be looked at within the context of that time. In 1873 half the land in England was owned by only 4,000 people. In 1901 just
under half of the National Income went to about 5 million of the working population, whilst the other 15 million earned less
than £160 per annum. The population was 41 million and a third of the population lived in desperate poverty. At the end of
the nineteenth century several in depth studies of poverty had shown that 35% of those in the larger cities lived below the
poverty line, and had little chance of improving on their position, despite the view that the Victorians had held that 'selfhelp' was the only way to improve your lot in life; that poverty was due to idleness and the failure to plan for the future.
Rowntree and Charles Booth showed in their research that often there was no way out of the poverty trap. If you earned more
than £160 a year at the beginning of the twentieth century you would be considered to be in the modest gentry class and this
was the point where you started to pay Income Tax at 8d. (3.5p) in the pound. Below this the skilled worker had an average
wage of £2 per week, and unskilled £1 per week. Agricultural Wages would be less, as in the North they earned 18shillings
(90p) per week. Old Age Pensions were introduced in 1908 and paid five shillings (25p) per week for those whose annual
income was less than £21. In 1911 the first National Health Insurance Scheme was introduced for those who earned less than
£160 per year, each worker in the scheme having to contribute 4d. per week to the scheme. It is with these statistics in mind
that we should consider the sums of money donated by Lodge Members.
In September 1885 a letter was read in the Lodge from the Rev. M. R. Sharpe, Curate of Nantwich, "asking assistance in aid
of apprenticing E. Hinds, the son of the Tyler to Mr. Harris, the Organist at Nantwich Parish Church." The Lodge granted an
amount of £5 per annum for a period not exceeding five years. In March 1886 it was proposed, and accepted, that "£1 (one
pound) per quarter be contributed out of Lodge funds towards the support of Widow Hulse to the amount of ten pounds or for
the remainder of her Life." In December 1886 Bro. Tunnicliff, who was Master of the Lodge in 1880, wrote to the Lodge
asking for help, "Having had occasion to give up my profession through ill-health, my financial position is very embarrassing
and I should esteem it a very great favour if
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the Lodge would kindly render me a little asistance. I am on the look out for a warmer work but, as you may
guess, it will take a little time before I succeed." King's Friends' voted that "£5 be given to Bro. Tunnicliffe at
the rate of 5 shillings (25p) per week." This grant was extended in 1889 "at 5 shillings per week for two
months."
The giving by members to Provincial and Local Charities led in 1894 to the Lodge deciding that "A Charity Plate
be introduced into King's Friends' Lodge at the next Festival of St. John's meeting, and the plate to be taken round
at each regular meeting and the amount placed to the credit of the King's Friends' Charity Fund." The first
collection was on the 15th. January 1895 when £1-5 shillings (£1.25p) was collected.
This new fund was all part of the members attempt to put their giving to Charity on a more regular footing as part
of their Masonic obligations. The Boer War is not mentioned as such in our records but on the 21st November
1899, members decided "that the sum of ten guineas be given from the Lodge Funds for the relief of the Widows
and Orphans of those killed in the South African War." It is then reported that "the sum of £9-10 shillings was
collected from the Bretheren for the same object." In response to these gifts a letter was received from Rease
Heath Hall, dated 22nd. December 1899:
Dear Sir,
Will you kindly convey my sincere thanks to your Masonic Lodge for their very generous contribution (£20) to the
Nantwich Soldiers and Sailors Families Association Fund, and which was the more welcome because it was
unsolicited. With the Volunteers and the Militia re-called out we shall want as much money as we can get, and we
are most grateful for the substantial sum forwarded through you to our Treasurer.
Faithfully Yours
Signed M. Cotton-Jodrell
There was no conscription at the time of the Boer War, only the Regular Army and Volunteers did the fighting. It was
not until after the large number of casualties, and the need for more fighting men that Conscription was introduced in
1917.
In 1900 and 1912 help was given by the Lodge to children of deceased members, and in October 1904 a letter was
read out to the members from a Mrs. Edith A Pritchard conveying her "sincere thanks for the part they have taken
in helping to bring success to my little girl who was elected into the Masonic School on Tuesday last." There are
other examples which could be given, but one more will suffice to indicate the desire by the members to show that
they had something to give in the name of Charity. A Butcher, who was an ex-member of the Lodge, had gone to
live in Edinburgh and was in poor circumstances. The Lodge sent £3 immediately, and on the 8th December 1908,
granted him a yearly payment of £20 and a Petition was sent to the Masonic Benevolent Institution which took over
the payment of an annuity to the distressed Brother.
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Copy of the Provincial Grand Lodge Summons for the meeting where the Centenary Warrant was presented.
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Chapter ten

THE CENTENARY AND THE MOVE TO
THE PARISH HALL
Formal records give the facts and flavour of our Lodge but, they do not give the discussion, the arguments, or the hopes and fears of the
members. Consequently we get no real picture of the build up to the Centenary of King's Friends'. There must have been much planning,
anticipation and speculation but, of this we know nothing. The first mention of the event comes on the 18th September 1892, when it
was decided to invite the Provincial Grand Lodge to attend. A motion that the Provincial Grand Lodge should not be invited was
defeated, but what arguments were put forward for and against this invitation are not recorded. On the 4th April 1893, the Secretary
"informed the Bretheren that the Centenary Warrant had been received from Grand Lodge." The presentation of the Warrant took place
at Nantwich and here are extracts from the Minute Book which detail this important event in the history of King's Friends':
"13th. September 1893.
Provincial Grand Lodge met at Nantwich. The P.G.M. Lord Egerton of Tatton. the D.P.G.M. Sir Horatio Lloyd and many other P.G.
Officers were present. The Lodge was held at the Town Hall, Nantwich which was handsomely decorated for the occasion, and was
opened by the P.G.M. Lord Egerton at 1.30 p.m. After the Lodge was opened the Roll of Lodges in Cheshire was called, and it was found
that Bretheren from every Lodge were present, amounting to nearly 500, the greatest number from any Lodge belonging to this Lodge viz.
28.
After the usual work had been transacted the Centenary Warrant of this Lodge was read and handed to the Rt.W.P.G.M. The Rt.W.P.G.M. on
receiving the Warrant called up the W.M. of this Lodge, viz. Bro. C.E. Forsdick and publicly presented the
Warrant to him on behalf of the Lodge .......... Four Bretheren of the Lodge were then
invested as P.G. Officers.... The P.G. Lodge was then closed, and the Rt.W.P.G.M. accompanied by the P.G. Officers and the Bretheren formed
a procession headed by
the Nantwich Town Band and proceeded to Nantwich Parish Church ........... The
Chaplain of King's Friends' Bro.the Rev.W.Gardener took the prayers, Bro.F.R.Hodson read the Lessons and Bro.the Rev. Chetwynd
Atchenson P.G. Chaplain preached.
A collection of £11-0s-4d was taken, half to be given to Nantwich Charities.
After the Service was over the Rt.W.P.G.M., P.G. Officers and Bretheren adjourned to the Brine Baths Hotel at Nantwich where an excellent
Banquet was provided."
The official notification of Provincial Grand Lodge had given the Town Hall as the place where the Banquet would be held at a cost of
6s-6d (32.5p). The train service mentioned was for a train which had been specially arranged to depart from Manchester, London Road
Station at 10.55am, with a special train from Crewe to
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Nantwich at 12 noon, reaching Nantwich at 12.10pm. On the return journey it would leave Nantwich at 6.45pm to join the 7.15pm Crewe to
Manchester train. The official programme said - "where 10 tickets are taken at any one station Pic-nic prices will be granted."
The Bretheren of the Lodge, subsequently started a subscription to purchase a Past Masters Jewel which was presented to the W.M., W. Bro.
Forsdick "as a testimonial to him for their estimation of his services during the Centenary Year."
During the second hundred years of the Lodge's existence it has had two meeting places. In the first hundred years it had several, moving
round various hostelries in the town, usually according to which inn-keeper happened to be a member of King's Friends'.
In April 1886 Bro. Halloran proposed a motion to change the meeting place of the Lodge - "he dwelt on the necessity of the Lodge
holding a more independent position in regard to its place of meeting" and proposed that a deputation be appointed to meet with the
Rector and Churchwardens "to negotiate and
arrange...... for the large room about being built at the back of the Church House as a
Lodge Room at a rental not exceeding eight (8) Guineas per annum." This was carried after an amendment, to wait until the building had
been completed, had been defeated. The proposal was revoked in the September meeting, members now feeling that it would be far better
to wait until the building had been finished. By December they were discussing the matter again and a Notice of Motion was put to the
meeting, "That in the opinion of the Bretheren, or a majority thereof, it is desirable in the interests of the Lodge to change the place of
meeting and that in future the recently built Parish Hall be engaged as a Lodge Room at a rental of ten shillings per meeting." When the
motion was voted on 17 members were present and, after an amendment proposing that the Lodge should stay at the Lamb had been defeated,
9 votes were recorded for the motion and 7 against. At the end of the meeting, a 'Notice of Motion' was given that the place of meeting
should be changed from the Lamb Hotel to the "Barkers Street Club House." with Bro.Wylde as a signatory, being the same person who
had been a signatory to the Motion to move to the Parish Hall.
By February a letter had been received from a Mr. Maybury "informing the Secretary on what terms the Bretheren would be allowed to hold
these meetings at the Barker St. Club House." The terms were then read which were "Rental £E6-0s-Ocl per annum, 6 months notice to be
given by either side to close the agreement." At this point Bro. Bellyse, a local Solicitor, who had moved the amendment to stay at the Lamb,
claimed that the whole procedure "re the move to Barkers Street was not in keeping with the rules of the Book of Constitutions and the Bye
Laws" quoting rule and page. The Secretary proceeded to look the matter up and found that it was out of order. Several Bretheren said that
they were not opposed to change as long as it was for the benefit of the Lodge members. Bro.Oates, the landlord of the Lamb said, "being
more materially interested in the question 6-0s-0d his desire to do all in his power to promote the comfort of the Bretheren and the convenience
of the Lodge." He then appealed to those present "to show in what way he had failed."
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We are told that Bro.Samuel, Secretary, replied to that appeal, but we are not told what he said. We are told however, that "after a
little further conversation on the subject it was allowed to drop with an evident desire that the question of change should be
considered settled in the negative."
Six years later, in February 1893, it became obvious that the matter had not been settled. Notice was given of a Special
Meeting to discuss "that after the date of the Special Meeting, the Meetings of the Lodge be held at the Parish Hall,
Nantwich, instead of the Lamb Hotel. Meeting to be held on the 17th February." At the Special Meeting it was moved that
"whilst recognising the Courtesy of our old and esteemed Bro. Oates, in which house, the Lamb Hotel, the Lodge has, for so
many years been held, the meetings of King's Friends' Lodge for reasons of convenience and economy.... should be held at
the Parish Hall." A letter was read from the Rector of Nantwich, stating the terms which were being offered to the Lodge.
"For use of the Parish Hall and one smaller room on the eight fixed evenings, including permission for a large cupboard to
be placed in the building and remain all the year, inclusive of gas-fire and cleaning Four Guineas (£4-4sh.) For additional
nights (when not previously engaged) for Hall and one room above 10sh. 6d. For small room as required (when not
previously engaged) 2sh. 6d. The vote was taken and the proposition was carried 16 votes to 2. In the March of 1893 it was
decided that meetings at the Parish Hall should "be held on the Tuesday after the Full Moon." In April it was decided to
secure the 'absolute use of a small room in the Parish Hall' at a cost of £2-2sh. per annum in order to store and keep the
Lodge furniture.
In May, the dispensation was read for the change of Lodge venue in August, Bro.Oates the Landlord of the Lamb Hotel
resigned. The Lodge was forced to move its place of meeting to the Crown Hotel in Nantwich due to extensive alterations
being made to the Parish Hall, and a Dispensation had to be applied for on the 20th April 1897. They met at the Crown for
the rest of that Year and the beginning of the next, meeting at the realtered Parish Hall again on the 4th October 1898. The
laying of the Foundation Stone in 1897 had been an important occasion. The Provincial Grand Master Earl Egerton of Tatton
had laid the N.E. Corner Stone of the new Parish and Masonic Hall and Provincial Grand Lodge met at the Crown Hotel on
the 2nd October. King's Friends' lodge was duly opened and closed, and the Brethren, along with the Provincial Officers,
processed to the site for the ceremony. The Minute Book shows that the clothes to be worn were 'Morning Costume, White
Ties and White Gloves.' No further details are given except that the printed brochure for the opening gives the times of the
trains from Manchester to Crewe and back. Return Fare 3s 9d. The journey from Manchester to Crewe took 1hr 15mins.
The March meeting in 1898 had indicated that the Past Masters were to meet, "to take steps to celebrate the return of the Lodge to
the new Parish Hall," but there is no indications of what those celebrations, if any, were. At the first meeting in the new Hall the
Chaplain of the Lodge, Bro.C.E.Jackson, Rector of Nantwich, stated that "the Church Council offered the Lodge the use of the
Hall, heating, lighting,
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use of the piano, tables, crockery and the assistance of the Caretaker and his wife for one Guinea for each regular meeting." This
was approved by the members present, who also carried a motion that the Church Council be offered 7s-6d for use of the Hall for
meetings of Emergency and 2s-6d for use of the Committee Room.
The comings and goings must have confused Grand Lodge because a letter was received in October 1900, enquiring "into the
circumstances of the removal of the Lodge from the Lamb Hotel to the Parish Hall, thence to the Crown Hotel and then back to
the Church House and Masonic Hall." The Secretary informed the Lodge that he was able to send to Grand Lodge extracts from
the Minute Book and a copy of our Bye Laws "to show that in the various removals the Book of Constitutions had been
complied with."
Despite the fact that the tenancy was not on any long term tenancy basis, King's Friends' appeared to contribute several amounts
of money for the general upkeep of the Hall, for example, in April 1901 it was resolved that the Lodge decorate the large room
used by them at a cost of £40, and in December of the same year were paying to attend to the defective lighting in the Hall. In
February 1912 the Trustees were once more asking if the Lodge could again see their way to decorate the Lodge Room.

Chapter eleven

DIAMOND JUBILEE TO 1914
DIAMOND JUBILEE
The Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1897 was the occasion of another Lodge celebration and Sunday 20th June was set aside for
the great day. A total of 67 Freemasons gathered at the Crown Hotel including 29 from King's Friends', 14 from Lodge No.979, 10
from Lodge No.368, and 14 from other Lodges. I will leave the words of the Minute Book to describe what happened:
"This day being appointed for the celebration of the Sixtieth Anniversary of the accession to the throne of Her Most Gracious
Majesty, Queen Victoria, a Dispensation was obtained from the P.G.M. of Cheshire, the Right Honourable Earl Egerton of Tatton,
permitting the Bretheren of the Lodge to wear their Masonic Clothing and Jewels on the occasion of marching in procession to
attend a Special Service of Thanksgiving to the Great Architect of the Universe for the great and many benefits vouchsafed to the
nation during her long and glorious
reign ......................... Being
speedily
marshalled
by
Bro.
Forsdick
P.P.G.S.B.
and
D.C.
they proceeded to the Parish Church in the following order :44

Band
Tyler
Union Flag
Entered Apprentices
Fellowcrafts
Master Masons

Past Masters
Provincial Officers
Sacred Law (Borne by 6 Lodge members)
Worshipful Master
Tyler

"On arriving at the Sacred Edifice the Bretheren opened out right and left, the W.M. passing up the centre, the P.G. Officer and
Bretheren closing in from the rear. The National Anthem, Special Psalms and Hymns, and i and iv of Handers Anthem 'My heart is
indicating' were sung by the augmented choir of fifty voices with orchestral accompaniment. The Sermon, which was most interesting,
instructive and impressive, was preached by Bro. Rev.C.E.Jackson M.A., Chaplain of 293, Rector of Nantwich, from the text:
'Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excelled them all'
At the conclusion of the Service the Bretheren returned to the Lodge Room in the above order and dispersed about one o'clock."
The Rev. Jackson was once more speaking of the virtues of Queen Victoria at a special service on the 2nd February 1901, 'in
memory of the late Queen' and again at the Lodge on the 11th February when he moved 'a vote of condolence and sympathy with
His Majesty Edward VII on the bereavement suffered by the Royal Family by the death of the dearly Beloved Queen." Many
members of King's Friends' had attended the Special Service in the town. They had requested a Dispensation in order to wear
their Masonic Clothing, but this was not granted. The Provincial Secretary had replied that he had passed on the request to the
P.G.M. "to sign if he will, but I doubt it, if he declined I have asked him to write me, and I will let you know as soon as I can,
its a silly thing you want to wear Masonic clothing at church for such a service." The members subsequently moved "that the
letter be placed in the Minute Book as a sign of the disapproval of the Bretheren with the tone of the letter."

REORGANISATION
An analysis of the occupations of those who were initiates, or joining members, of King's Friends' during the period 1880 to 1914
shows forty three different trades and professions, which means that it must have been fairly representative of the skilled artisan
and middle class of Victorian and Edwardian England. The organisation and the running of the Lodge appears to have become
more methodical and business-like. The introduction of a Printed Summons to all members from the 24th. September 1907 reflects
this trend, as does the much more formal manner of the writing up of the Minutes, which was started at this time and still carries
on in much the same way to-day. Formality means that many interesting glimpses into the attitudes and thinking of the members
tends to get lost.
Committee meetings no doubt would have shown the different views of the
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members much more revealingly. As part of the more business-like approach the Lodge adopted a more methodical
view with regard to the Lodge furniture and its renovation or replacement. Three sets of suitable clothing were
bought for the use of candidates at the various ceremonies in November 1885. In 1892 (November) it is recorded
that Bro.Welch of Crewe had given "a handsome kneeling stool to the Lodge" and, subsequently, the members
agreed that a metal plaque be placed on the stool bearing Bro.Welch's name. This is the same stool that is used in
Lodge ceremonies to-day. At the same meeting in 1892 Bro.Forsdick, the W.M., was thanked for his presentation
of an American Organ to the Lodge for its meetings, and the members agreed that a plaque should also be placed
on the organ commemorating the gift.
A new Secretary's Jewel was ordered in November 1892, a drawing "of the Temple in Jerusalem" was to be "cleaned
and framed" in March 1893, a new Lodge carpet was to be provided in March 1898, by which time a Lodge
Furniture Committee was in existence, and was reporting in November 1898 that the Bill for "the repair of the
Lodge furniture was £5-7s." which sum "was considered by the Bretheren to be reasonable." Further signs of the
Lodge being more conscious of its dignity and appearance are found in March 1902 when a resolution was passed
"that the Lodge provide new Collars and Jewels for the two Deacons and Inner Guard, and a new Jewel for the
Director of Ceremonies, whilst in December 1904 it was decided "that a scroll be provided on which to place the
names of the Past Masters of the Lodge at a Cost not exceeding £7-7s." This scroll was later framed and is still part
of our Lodge furniture. Further Collars and Jewels were purchased for those Officers without them in 1904 and,
in March 1904, the Lodge decided to purchase two frames "in which to place an ancient banner and apron belonging
to the Lodge."
Two references to the old Nantwich Lodge (known as Crown Lodge) are recorded at this time, one when a
Bro.Edleston presented several books on Masonry to King's Friends' including the 'Crown' Minute Book, and
then, again, in 1910 when the Lodge purchased a Jewel that had belonged to a Mrs Hawkins from Altrincham,
for three guineas, which had belonged to 'Crown' Lodge.

CONTROVERSY
Two controversial matters occupy the Lodge members during the period from 1890 to 1910. The first concerned
the black-balling of a candidate on the night he was to be initiated, and when he had already been prepared. This
not only caused embarrassment to the 'Gentleman from Hatherton', who was the candidate, but to the Secretary
and the Proposers. Subsequently, the Lodge members discovered that the person responsible for the black-ball,
had done so out of spite because he had not obtained a 'side house' from the 'Gentleman of Hatherton' as he had
hoped when he had heard that he was a candidate. The Brother admitted in open lodge that he was responsible for
the black-ball but claimed that he had been misquoted in the reasons for his actions. Several members claimed that
they had heard the remarks and the Lodge members voted to exclude him from the Lodge for unmasonic
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behaviour. The Provincial Grand Secretary later informed the Lodge that they were wrong to exclude him and that "his exclusion be
expunged from the Minute Book, that he should be informed of the fact, and requested to send in his resignation." This was agreed to
by the Lodge and the Lodge Secretary felt that he too should resign from his position. The Brother who had caused all the controversy,
however, refused to resign. The Lodge then wrote to the Provincial Grand Secretary informing him that his instructions had been
complied with but that "a very large majority of the Bretheren of this Lodge positively refuse to sit in Lodge with Bro. X." They ask for
advice of what they should do next. All of this was happening in 1892, there is no account of what advice was given, and what was
done, but, in 1893 the Lodge passed a vote of condolence with regard to the death of Bro. X's wife, and a copy of the resolution was
sent to him.
The second controversy arose in 1906 over a matter in which the details were not recorded but, there was a dispute over the ruling of the W.M.
at some stage in the affairs of the Lodge because there is a letter from the Provincial Secretary contained in the Minutes which is addressed to
the Secretary of King's Friends':
"Dear Sir and Brother,
Referring to your interview with me in reference to some slight differences which have occurred in Lodge 293 concerning the ruling of the
W.M. I have to inform you, and through you the Bretheren of the Lodge that the Master's authority is paramount, and if he rules a matter out
of order, none of the Bretheren can question his authority for that purpose, no protest of any kind can be entered in the Minutes, but if any one
wishes to appeal against his decision to Grand Lodge they can do so in the mode pointed out by the Constitutions, and for that purpose may
make a request that Bro. A.B. objects and intends to appeal. The W.M. has to conduct the business of the Lodge and must in every case
exercise his rights as Master otherwise the business would not be transacted, confusion would result and instead of ruling the Lodge he would
be pointed out as one who could not govern his Lodge.
Yours truly and fraternally
Signed Frederick Broadsmith (Prov. G. Secretary) "
Soon after this incident a Committee was set up to review the Bye Laws of the Lodge and they were agreed by Provincial Lodge in 1913. A
Lodge Committee was set up which would receive written applications for membership before proposal in open lodge. Thus, by 1914 the
structure and organisation of the Lodge was geared to the twentieth century.
One other member of King's Friends' Lodge in the first hundred years needs to be mentioned because, on the 3rd January 1889 it is recorded
that W.Bro.Griffiths had resigned through "ill health", after a membership of nearly fifty years.
In October 1887 the Lodge had subscribed "£3-3s to the Testimonial to Brother Griffiths who has been 48 years Provincial Grand Secretary of
Cheshire." W.Bro.Griffiths appears to be the longest serving Mason in the Lodge before 1914, and what changes and events, masonically and
nationally, he had lived through!
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PART THREE
1914-1951

Chapter twelve

THE GREAT WAR 1914-1918

The War broke out whilst the Lodge was in recess but it is recorded in the Minute Book that on the 16th August a meeting was held because of a
telegram which they had received from Buckingham Palace. The telegram reads:

"OHMS Buckingham Palace handed in at 4 o'clock am Nantwich stamp 16th. August"
You will have seen in the newspapers that the Prince of Wales is raising a National Relief Fund to alleviate the acute stress which must inevitably
arise on account of the War. Your Masonic Lodge has been suggested by the Committee to His Royal Highness as a body from whom a subscription
may be expected. I am directed by His Royal Highness's Committee to express a hope that the Fund will receive a subscription from your Lodge
during the next few days.
Signed Frederick Ponsonby Knight."

The lodge committee on that evening voted a sum of £10 to be sent immediately. On the 24th August the Provincial Grand Lodge indicated to
all Cheshire Lodges that the P.G.M. "has neither the right nor the wish to interfere with the private expenditure of any Lodge" - but urge them
to make contributions as they thought fit. On the 25th August the P.G.M. sent a communication to all lodges in Cheshire "to inform you ...
each lodge in the Province of Cheshire ought, during the continuance of the present state of War... to regulate their Lodge Meeting and the
postprandial after proceeding with as little expense as possible, by disgarding dinners or festive boards and substituting light refreshments."
They also indicated that any toast list was to be severely curtailed and that there was to be no honours given and there was to be no singing.

By October some of the members of the lodge were already in the forces because the Minute Book records "Its appreciation of W.Bro.Turner's
and Bro.Moore's patriotic actions in joining the forces." On the 18th December 1914, they are reporting that the fees of Bro.Turner and
Bro.Moore had been remitted "for as long as the war shall last."

On the 17th November 1914, it was reported that a letter had been received from the trustees of the Parish Hall with reference to an interview which
had been held a few days previously:

"The war office authorities have today passed same as a hospital for the wounded. Such being the case, will you kindly arrange for the Masons as
promised. I would suggest that all the Masonic furniture be removed on Monday, otherwise it may be impossible to get the same out of the cupboards
etc.
Yours faithfully Secretary to the Trustees"
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In consequence of the above circular the Masonic furniture and other property was removed to the Barker Street Social Club
on November 9th and there stored, by the kind permission of the club directors. A general purposes sub committee of the
lodge met on the 13th November at Barker Street Social Club to explore a new venue for the lodge. A dispensation was
subsequently granted, on the 28th November, by the Provincial Grand Master, Lord Egerton of Tatton, to hold "the 293
Lodge at the Lamb Hotel until such time as the lodge can return to its regular place of meeting." By the 5th February it is
obvious by the minutes that the tensions which war brings is beginning to show because a circular was read from a
worshipful brother, we are not told what was in it but the lodge members passed the following resolution:
"that the Grand Lodge take immediate steps to expel from the privileges of English Freemasonry all members who have taken arms against
our Liege Lord His Majesty King George of England, and all such who, being civilians, are directly concerned in aiding the prosecution of
the present war to the hurt of our country.
That every lodge may upon a two thirds majority of those entitled to vote, be free to exclude from its membership all persons of
German birth who, not having taken steps to denationalise themselves, are by reason of their Masonic Oath potential enemies of the
King."
The secretary in September of 1915 was authorised to draw up an agreement with the Lamb Hotel guaranteeing "the safe
custody of the lodge property" and it was also resolved, on that date that "there be provided a supper after after each lodge
meeting at a cost of 2 shillings per head during the present session, the festival of St. John excluded."
On the 28th December 1915, the Secretary was instructed to write to Worshipful Brother Turner, conveying the hearty
congratulations of the lodge on his safe return home "after serving with his majesty's force in the Gallipoli peninsula and the
sincere hope that he will be restored to full health and strength." On the 25th January 1918, the Secretary read out a letter in
which Brother Turner stated "he had hoped to be present but had had orders to go to a hospital in Manchester for further
treatment." The Festival of St. John went on despite the war and the festival committee meeting, held on the 1st January
1916, named the officers that were chosen for the ceremony and that "the musical programme was to be left in the hands of
Bro.Davies the organist, and the cost was not to exceed £2-2shillings, exclusive of the hire of the piano and, the price of the
dinner was not to exceed 6s-6d (32.5 pence) per head exclusive of wines and cigars.
Twenty-two members were present at the day of Installation, which was the 25th January, and there were eight visitors
present but the installation did not take place because Bro.W.Nield, who was to have been the Master, was taken ill on the
evening of the 24th. The balance sheet up to the end of 1915 was included in the Minute Book for the first time and it showed
a balance in the bank of £41-4s., compared with £26-19s-4d at the end of 1914. The deposit account held 3s-1d and the
charity account £21-7s. The subscriptions amounted during the year to £59-7s-

6d. Catering and hire of the rooms cost £39-9s-11d. The first casualties with regard to the lodge are reported on
the 25th April 1916, when it was resolved "that a letter of condolence be sent to Worshipful Brother Matthews
expressing the sympathy of the bretheren." It was also resolved to send similar letters to Brother, Dr Matthews,
on "the loss of his son Lieutenant Arnold Mathews who died from wounds received in an engagement fought on
the Tigris in Mesopotamia." On the 17th October 1916, Worshipful Brother Harding's son is reported missing and,
on the 14th November 1916, the son of Worshipful Brother Nield, the serving W.M., was reported wounded on
the Somme.
Various requests were received from organisations with regard to the war. There was an appeal from the
Freemasons War Hospital, mentioned on the 14th November 1916 and, also, members of that time decided to
subscribe to the Daily Telegraph and Daily News - Army Christmas Pudding Fund. Also, on the 14th November
1916, a letter was read out from the Excise Authorities, Curzon House London, dated October 1916:
"With reference to your letter of the 30th. ult, I am directed by the board of customs and excise to inform you that if
musical items or recitals are not prearranged but are provided entirely impromptu by members and if there is no other
form of entertainment they will not require payment of entertainment tax in connection with meetings of your lodge."
It would appear that the Inland Revenue authorities, even in wartime, were keeping a very close eye on all matters
of taxation. On the 4th September 1917, it is recorded that "Worshipful Brother Griffiths related the circumstances
respecting the purchase, after consultation with the Worshipful Master and several Past Masters (there being no
time to call the general purposes committee), of a silver salver of much historic interest to this Lodge for the sum
of £7." This silver salver is still in use in the Lodge today at our meetings and must have been bought, either from
a member of the general public or, from a public auction which required speedy action, but we are not told the
actual circumstances.
Despite the war, King's Friends' did not appear to be short of candidates. In fact, many emergency lodges were held
in order to cope with the numbers going through and the backlog of ceremonies which seemed to build up, especially
with regard to members of His Majesty's Forces. One of the members, who was initiated at at an emergency lodge
in 1917, was Mr.Henry Sigley Shepherd, Master Baker, who remained a member of the Lodge into the 1960's. Also
initiated in emergency lodges in 1917 were Lieutenant Morrey from Caernafon and Lieutenant Joseph Pickerill of
the Royal Artillery, from Broomhall, who was the son of the Senior Warden at that time. Mr Morrey should have
been raised on the 12th June 1917 but sent a letter of apology giving the reasons of "military duties in France
preventing him from attending." Again in December 1917 there was another letter of apology from Lieutenant
Morrey on "his inability to attend for his raising to the third degree. The medical official deeming it inadvisable to
travel from London." Then in May 1918 Mr Harry Berry, a second Lieutenant in the RGA, was initiated and a
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Mr. Frederick James Bradshaw of Wellington Road, Nantwich, a second Lieutenant in the OTS Indian Army, was also initiated.
The balance sheets during the war years show that the Lodge was investing money in war loans or other wartime investments. the
balance sheet ending 1917 shows that on the assets side a sum of £47-10s was invested in war loans. The balance sheet for the end of
1918 shows the Lodge account standing at £74-17s, the charity account standing at £17-11s-7d, the deposit account standing at 3s-1d,
but there was a sum of £47-10s invested in war loans and there was a war bond of £50.
At one of the emergency meetings held in June 1918, the Worshipful Master moved "that sincere sympathies of the lodge be sent to
Worshipful Brother Haighton and Mrs Haighton and family, on account of their son Lieutenant Heighton, who has been officially reported
missing since 27th May 1918." Worshipful Brother Haighton was Secretary at that time.
There is no actual mention of the ending of the war in the minutes although, at the meeting on the 19th November 1918, it was
decided by the members that at the next Lodge "the question of holding our lodges in the Parish and Masonic Hall should be
investigated." The Secretary was empowered to arrange for the holding of Lodge meetings in the Parish Hall from then onwards. At
the same lodge meeting a new kneeling stool was presented to King's Friends' by Brother Groucott, the Junior Warden because, it was
said, a new one was needed. This will be the same kneeling stool that is used for the obligations of the various candidates at the
present time.

Chapter thirteen

BETWEEN THE WARS 1919-1939
The period between the wars showed a steady development in the membership and financial standing of the Lodge as well as the stability
in its organisation. The Minute Books contain no record of the Charity Committee and the General Purpose Lodge Committee meetings
after 1922, confining themselves to Lodge meetings only. As the writing up of Lodge meeting minutes had become formalised, this
allows the reader to see that the Lodge business was being transacted in the correct way. There is, however, a loss of detail about the
ideas and feelings behind the actions of the Lodge. In a way the latter minute books make members appear less real as individuals,
although this will depend upon the way the secretary records the discussions and the motions and resolutions put before the Lodge
members. Usually they record the resolutions passed, rather than the arguments for and
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against. Perhaps, Lodge members were leaving matters to the Lodge committee and therefore little discussion took place
in the Lodge itself. For the people looking back on events this is regrettable, as we now do not know what discussions
went on in Committee at that time.
In 1919 the initiation fee was fixed at 10 Guineas and raised to 15 Guineas in 1925. In 1920 the annual subscription
was fixed at £3-10s and it was still at this figure at the end of the war in 1945. In 1920 the fire insurance on the
Lodge furniture was increased from £100 to £400 and the repair of the carpet was ordered. Also in 1920 the
recording of the names of the Past Masters for the first 100 years of the Lodge on a scroll was approved at a cost
of ten guineas, and in December 1922 the Lodge agreed that "scrolls be provided and hung in the Lodge Room, on
which all the names of the Past Masters shall be placed commencing with the year 1895." The wooden scrolls, on
which the Masters' names are carved, were made by Brother R.W.Mather and give a complete list of the Masters
from that date. The carving of the names since 1968 has been executed by W.Bro.G.Emerton.
At the installation of 1920 there were 40 members and 13 visitors present and a letter was read from
Bro.J.C.Bradley of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, "Expressing appreciation of the kindly reception given to him by
the Bretheren of King's Friends' Lodge whilst he was serving overseas with the Canadian forces." At the
Installation of 1921, 42 members and 17 guests were present. The Installation of 1931 had 52 members and 31
guests present. The Installation in 1934 had 54 members and 35 guests present and the Installation in 1939 had 55
members and 27 guests present. Each of the lodges during the 20's and 30's seemed to have a large number of
visitors present, which shows something of the open-handedness of the members and the desire by other masons
to attend King's Friends' meetings.
New ventures in the 1920's are recorded in the General Purposes Committee Minutes of March 1920. The idea of
a "Summer Outing for members and their families" was mentioned. This was to take place in the July of that year,
and it was agreed in October 1920 that the first 'Ladies' Night' of the Lodge should be held "after the usual Lodge
meeting on the 30th November 1920, tickets 10 shillings inclusive." We are not told anymore about the Summer
Outing but the Minute Book entry for the 30th November 1920 reads "the Bretheren received their Ladies and
entertained them at a Banquet and Concert. Seventy Bretheren and Ladies were in attendance and a most enjoyable
evening was spent." This section in the Minute Book is initialled and at the side of it a comment has been written:
"above not Minute Book business." The Lodge balance sheets however, do contain a Ladies' Evening account
from 1935. Other Ladies' Evenings were held between the period 1920-1935 but are, as per instructions, not
included in the Minutes.
In December 1920 the Minute Book records its appreciation "of thirty-four years continuous service and
membership of Worshipful Brother C.W.Bradbury P.P.G.P., and further, to mark twenty five years as Past Master
of this Lodge a Life Membership be conferred upon him." We are told that Worshipful Brother Bradbury thanked
the members for their good wishes and suggestions but declined the honour of a life membership because, "on no
account could he accept any
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honour which would deprive him of the full masonic privileges he now enjoyed." Worshipful Brother Bradbury's
name again appears in the minutes in 1939. An entry dated the 7th March 1939 states that Worshipful Brother
E.C. Groucott told the Lodge that he had spent three hours at the Masonic Million Memorial, in the course of
which he had "inspected a case, in the museum, containing centenary and other jewels but had failed to find any
from 293 and suggested that a centenary and a Past Masters' Jewel should be presented to the museum." This
proposition was put to members on the 11th April 1939 and was unanimously carried. A letter was received from
Grand Lodge Museum & Library, Freemasons' Hall, on the 3rd May 1939 addressed to:
Brother E.C.Groucott, Secretary Lodge 293,
Dear Sir and Brother I am directed by the Board of General Purposes to give
you their thanks for the presentation to the Grand Lodge of the Centenary
Jewel and Past Masters' Jewel, the property of the late Worshipful Brother
C.W.Bradbury.
Yours faithfully and fraternally, Signed, Algernon Tudor-Craig.
Worshipful Brother Bradbury died on the 24th February 1935, having been
Master of the Lodge in 1895 and had served in the lodge for 49 years.
Other links with the earlier members of King's Friends' Lodge No.293
are noted during this period. In December 1923 a W.Bro.R.T.Peake of
Lodge No.979 attended "purposely to present to the Worshipful Master,
on behalf of a Brother Omerod of Sincerity Lodge in Northwich, an old
medallion bearing the name William Twemlow, Hatherton, King's
Friends' Lodge 553. The medallion is supposed to have been found in
the walls of Witton Church, Northwich at the time of restoration some
50 years ago," William Twemlow was one of the founder members of
King's Friends' Lodge being Master during the period 1845-50 and the
medallion is still in our possession.
On the 24th September 1929 the Secretary of the Lodge "related the
circumstances attending the return to the Lodge of a S.W. and D.C.
Jewel which had been in the family of the Late Worshipful Brother
Griffiths who was
The Centenary Jewel
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Provincial Grand Secretary for about 46 years, it was requested that they be placed in
the case with other Jewels presented to the Lodge, together with the Centenary Jewel of
the late Worshipful Brother Gilbert."
Provincial Grand Lodge met in Nantwich in 1927 and 1938. On the first occasion it
was held at the Olde Wyche Theatre (which became the Regal Cinema, and is now
A.J.Chatwins Ltd) on the 14th September 1927 at 3.30pm. Lunch was held at the
Parish Hall. Tickets were 6s-6d (32.5p). There were three Provincial Grand
Stewards from King's Friends' Lodge: Brothers J.Pickerill, H.D.Vernon and
H.S.Shepherd. W.Bro. Edward S.Haighton was promoted from P.G.Steward to
P.P.G.Warden (Junior) and W.Bro.E.C.Grocott was elected P.G.Treasurer. The
Provincial Grand Master, the Right Worshipful Brother Cuthbert Leicester-Warren,
remarked at the meeting that the last time they had been in Nantwich 34 years ago,
that there had been only 45 Lodges in Cheshire with 2,100 members.
Eleven years later on the 14th September 1938, the Provincial Grand Lodge was
again held in Nantwich at the Old Wyche Theatre, Lunch was again at the Parish
Hall price 6s-6d (inclusive of wine), and those who attended below the rank of
Provincial Officer, and who were not to be invested as an officer, used the
Congregational Sunday School as a cloakroom.
Other pronouncements by Grand and Provincial Lodge in this period can be
mentioned. In 1926: "I am strangely of the opinion that our Lodges should be got
away from Public Houses whenever it can be possibly done." In 1935, Grand
Lodge drew attention "to the fact that they were opposed to the practice obtaining
in some Lodges of the initiates, in a Worshipful Master's year of office, presenting
him with a Past Masters' Collar, on his becoming Immediate Past Master." This
practice did not apply in King's Friends' Lodge, as a resolution on the 22nd
September 1927 had been carried that, "a Past Masters' Jewel be presented, to each
retiring Master, by the Lodge."
Between the Wars the Lodge continued to contribute to the Masonic Charities in the
Province and nationwide. They also made contributions to the Masonic Million
Memorial Fund - which would contribute towards the new Temple and would have the
names inscribed of all Masons killed in the War. The foundation stone of which was
laid in July 1927 and a letter was received by the Lodge and included in the Minute
Book, dated 21st July 1933, in which the Grand Master thanked all who
had contributed to build "Our Great Temple and War Memorial ............. which has been
opened and dedicated."
In 1928 money was sent from King's Friends' Lodge to the Lord Mayor of Londons
Fund for "relief of the suffering caused by the Thames floods." In the same year
£60 was given to the Church Restoration Fund as a result of a Service held in
Nantwich Parish Church. A further donation to Nantwich Church Restoration Fund
was made in 1929. A Masonic Service was held at the Church on the 15th
December, when the Dean of Chester preached. In the letter sent out to members by
the W.M. and the Secretary, it was pointed out that the Church was built in the
period about 1400 AD when the Freemasons - "must have taken a prominent part
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in the building of the Church, plenty of proof of which can be found, especially in the North Transept, where there
are many Mason Marks on the walls. Ladies are invited. Tea will be available in the Parish Hall afterwards." £60
was collected at the Service and at the subsequent Lodge meeting on the 17th December 1929, the Lodge voted
that a further £40 be donated to the Church.
On the 25th September 1934, as an 'emergency measure', it was voted that £5 be sent at once to the Gresford Colliery
Relief Fund, and in December 1937 the Lodge sent a ten guinea donation to the new Crewe Radium Clinic.
As for our own Lodge matters, from April 1929, if the Lodge was making a donation to help a distressed brother
or their families, they no longer mentioned the people by name. This was presumably done to respect
confidentiality and the feelings of 'the distressed brother'. A sum of money was voted each year to be held by the
Charity Representative, to help those in distress and he would be responsible to the Charity Committee.
In 1933 the members voted to set up a Building Fund for the benefit of the Lodge. Investments in War Savings etc. and
bank the interest received had put the Lodge on a sound financial footing.
In September 1938 a letter was sent from Provincial Grand Lodge approving the new design on the Lodge
Summons, the design which is used today, and B.J.Vernon and A.J.Chatwin were initiated into King's Friends'
Lodge in that year.
Finally in this inter-war period the Lodge was associated with two new Lodges - In November 1938 there was
approval of a motion that "a Royal Arch Chapter be attached to this Lodge". There had been two other Chapter
Lodges in the nineteenth century, one formed in 1795 which ceased functioning around the time of the demise
of Crown Lodge, and a second one formed in 1823 which had the same number as King's Friends' 553. This
chapter was erased from the roll of Supreme Grand Chapters on 1st May 1861. The third and present King's
Friends' Chapter 293 was consecrated in 1939 with Excellent Companion Henry Sigley Shepherd being the First
Principal, all thirteen founders being members from King's Friends' Lodge.
Previously, in 1933, King's Friends' Lodge had helped in the creation of a Lodge in Tarporley. In April members
were informed of the probability of a Lodge being formed in Tarporley. This had become a reality by the summer
because on the 25th July 1933, in an Emergency Lodge, Worshipful Brother H.S.Shepherd proposed and Worshipful
Brother J.Pickerill seconded a motion, "to consider and recommend the formation of a Craft Lodge at Tarporley, to
be called Tarporley Lodge." This proposition was carried and on the 29th October 1933 the Tarporley Lodge was
consecrated at Tarporley Town Hall. Dinner tickets were 12s-6d. (62.5p) and we are told "that Bretheren not under
the rank of Master Mason may attend subject to accommodation being available".
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Chapter fourteen

THE 1939-1945 WAR
There is no actual mention of the outbreak of the 1939-45 War in the minutes but, the September meeting was cancelled, war having
been declared on the 3rd September and obviously the life of the Lodge was affected. There was a very strong belief at this time that
air attacks would start straight away and would be very destructive, and this probably accounts for public reaction at this time, because
the size and striking power of the German Luftwafer had been exaggerated and overestimated. Grand Lodge issued a letter to all
Lodges:
Freemason's Hall Queen's Street
London
4th September 1939
Dear Sir and Brother,
Having regard to the Emergency Order of H M Government I am to inform you that until further notice all masonic meetings will be
cancelled.
It is hoped that this may only be a temporary measure, as it is fully appreciated that when possible, the Brethren should have the
opportunity of meeting.
Further instructions will be issued at a later date. The Library and Museum at Freemason's Hall has been closed.
Signed, Sydney A. White, Grand Secretary.
The Grand Lodge subsequently decided that each P.G.M. was to decide what was to be done in his own Province, on the grounds that
conditions may vary in different parts of the country, according to the prevailing circumstances. Each member in the Province was told
to act within "the best interests of the Lodge with proper regard to the National Emergency."
King's Friends' Lodge met on the 31st October -1939 when Bro.B.J.Vernon completed his "Third Degree". Gas masks, of course, had to
be taken to all Lodges and meetings. The Installation of Bro.J.Chatwin as W.M. is shown as postponed and took place on the 27th Feb.
1940.
An entry in the Minute Book dated the 17th September 1940 contains a letter from Grand Lodge suggesting that "Freemasons should
contribute towards the countries urgent needs by surrendering their masonic jewels to Grand Lodge for the purpose of being smelted
down and the proceeds presented to the Treasury as a masonic 'gift'. They asked the Bretheren to give the matter urgent consideration
as a successful response would ensure "a valuable contribution of gold and silver to the national effort". They did exclude jewels and
medallion of particular significance.
The reclaiming of metal for the War effort was pursued fairly vigorously as I remember, the metal railings on the wall in front of my parents
house being taken,
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along with all other railings in the row. Nantwich churchyard was also enclosed with railings and they were taken during
the same period.
In December 1940 it was agreed that "members of the Fighting Forces who were billeted in the area who were
Freemasons would be welcomed at the Lodge." At the same meeting the members agreed to contribute to the "Egerton
of Tatton War Damage Scheme" which was a fund to help Masons whose houses had been damaged by air attack.
In December 1941 a Masonic Service was held at Nantwich Parish Church when the Bishop of Chester, who was
P.G.Chaplain Rt.Rev.Douglas Henry Crick, was the preacher - the collection was given to the R.A.F. Benevolent Fund.
At the Installation in Jan 1942 a tribute was paid to W.Bro.E.C.Grocott who vacated the office of Secretary of the
Lodge after 20 years. In the same year the Annual Subscription for members of the Lodge serving in the Armed
Forces was reduced to 10s-6d (52.5p) and that for ordinary members was reduced from £3-10s (£3.50p) to £2-10s
(£2.50p) for the duration of the War. The balance sheet for 1942 showed an investment of £100 in Defence Bands
and in April 1943 "they invested £150 in War savings during the 'Wings for Victory' week, to be set aside as a
contribution to the 1945 Festival in token of the 150th Anniversary of the Lodge." This anniversary was also
celebrated by a service in Nantwich Church.
In October 1943 Worshipful Brother Harold Vernon sent out a leaflet to all members of the Lodge explaining
what a Festival was, and that the 1945 Festival was in aid of the Royal Masonic Institution for Girls. The target
for the Province was £10 per member and the leaflet sent out by the Lodge Committee recommended a minimum
target of £500 for King's Friends' Lodge. The leaflet quoted from the Provincial Grand Master's Address in 1943,
in which he stated that there were 240 Lodges in Cheshire, and 1,200 girls were receiving the benefits of the
school.
Attendances at the lodge meetings were down during the War, especially from visitors and, if you take the numbers
at the January Installation meetings, they were:
1940 39 members and 22 visitors 1941 38 members and 2 visitors
1942 50 members and 7 visitors 1943 50 members and 16 visitors
1944 46 members and 25 visitors 1945 50 members and 22 visitors
1946 53 members and 27 visitors 1950 64 members and 32 visitors
1960 62 members and 38 visitors
Despite the War the Masonic ideals persisted and on the 7th November 1944 W.Bro.H.Shepherd "asked Brethren
interested in the formation of a 'Daughter Lodge' in Nantwich to submit their names to him". The enthusiasm for
the venture was obviously there because, on the 3rd April 1945 the Lodge members resolved
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"that the Lodge furniture be loaned for the Consecration Ceremony of the Daughter Lodge of Wych Malbank No.6064 on
the 6th June 1945." The first Master of Wych Malbank Lodge was W.Bro.H.S.Shepherd, P.P.G.D. There were 19 founders
all members of King's Friends' No.293, including a Brothers J.Vernon, A.Chatwin and W.R.Bowen. The latter wrote the
book 'Freemasonry in Nantwich' in 1955.
At the meeting on the 25th September 1945, after the reading of the Minutes, the Worshipful Master "referred to the
cessation of hostilities and to the valuable services rendered by members of the Craft in the cause of freedom and proposed
that a record of appreciation of such service be placed in the Minutes. A pause in proceedings in token of the memory of
their Brethren who made the supreme sacrifice in the cause of freedom was observed".
By October the members had put the annual subscription back to £3-10s from the 1st January 1946, and the 'Festive Board'
would be fully restored.
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PART FOUR
1950 TO
THE PRESENT DAY

Chapter fifteen

THE 1950 - 1960 MINUTE BOOK
The 7th February 1950 saw the unveiling at the Lodge meeting of the extension to the Roll of Masters Board, all
of which had been crafted by Worshipful Brother R. W. Mather, a distinguished cabinet maker and a member of
King's Friends' Lodge, who was a founder member and a Master of Wych Malbank Lodge No. 6064. At the same
meeting the Worshipful Master W.Bro.F.Benoy drew the attention of the members to a Grand Lodge circular of
December 1949 on the 'Aims and Relationships of the Craft' which were annunciating those aims first promulgated
in 1938. The Grand Master was particularly drawing the attention of members to aim seven which stressed that
Grand Lodge "had always consistently refused to express any opinion on questions of foreign or domestic state
policy at home or abroad, and it will not allow its name to be associated with any action, however humanitarian it
may appear to be, which infringes its unalterable policy of standing aloof from every question affecting the relations
between one government and another, or between political parties, or questions as to rival theories of the
government". This was not seen to be in any way contrary to aim five which forbids any freemason "to countenance
any act which may have a tendency to subvert the peace and good order of society" or to maintain that the Freemason
"must pay due obedience to the law" and must "never be remiss in the allegiance due to the Sovereign of his native
land." These aims of avoiding all religious and political discussion at meetings, were seen as necessary in promoting
harmony in the Masonic fraternity, as to do otherwise "would sow discord amongst its own members."
The April meeting in 1950 recorded the view that "members agreed in principle to acquiring Masonic premises."
The balance sheet at the end of 1950 showed that a new investment account had been opened and contained £1,57016s-5d. which was a large sum in property terms at that time. This objective has not yet been realised and with the
escalation in property prices in the seventies and eighties it appears doubtful if it ever will.
In October 1950 the Lodge passed a resolution that "in the opinion of this meeting it is not desirable that an
Installed Master should occupy progressive office in other Lodges". This presumably was because of the joint
membership of some of the members of 293 and 6064. As a consequence of this motion Brothers W.R.Bowen,
R.W.Mather, B.J.Vernon and A.Chatwin, all founder members of 6064, became Reigning Masters of 6064, but
did not become Worshipful Masters in King's Friends'. This same meeting also thanked W.Bro.R.W.Mather for
presenting a book rest for use in the Lodge and Chapter.
From February until September 1952, the Lodge Summonses carried a black border in token of respect to the "Most
Worshipful Brother, His Late Most Gracious Majesty King George VI, P.G.M." The Lodge meeting on the 12th
February 1952, when the members recorded their respect to the dead King, was the day our present Chaplain,
W.Bro.D.Irving was initiated.
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Other gifts to the King's Friends' Lodge in the 1950's included an ancient ebony pointer given by Bro.N.Hinde in February 1952. A
cushion and pall, and a cloth for the Secretary's table, both embroidered with the name and number of the Lodge, were given by
W.Bro.A.Chatwin in March 1955, in memory of his father W.Bro.J.Chatwin. An American Organ was a gift from W.Bro.L.Irving in
February 1956, on the day that W.Bro.E.Preston was initiated, and the gift of a Candle Snuffer was from Bro.R.Peters in February 1957.
The quality of a Lodge depends upon the individuals who engage in its work and, over the past two hundred years, many
individuals have played their part in building up the reputation and maintaining the work of King's Friends' Lodge.
On the 2nd February 1952, the members wished to have recorded in the Lodge Minutes that a presentation had been made "to
Worshipful Brother Sigley Shepherd on the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of his appointment as Director of Ceremonies" and that
their thanks for his long service should be recorded. Worshipful Brother Shepherd was initiated in 1917 and was Master of the Lodge
in 1926. He remained Director of Ceremonies until 11th January 1955 when he was succeeded by Worshipful Brother B. Griffiths. In
a letter to the Lodge on that day he expressed "disappointment at my inability to be present through illness and thus missing my first
Installation Ceremony in nearly forty years" and "the one that I was to officiate in for the last time." At the March meeting in 1955
he was again present having recovered from illness and gave an explanation of the Second Tracing Board. In September 1955, on the
6th of the month, he was received as a Grand Lodge Officer and he took the Chair in the cause of that meeting to perform a Second
Degree Ceremony.
I had the privilege of having Worshipful Brother Shepherd taking the Chair at the Past Masters' Night in December 1959 when I
completed my Third Degree, and remember the encouragement and helpful advice given by Worshipful Brother Shepherd to the new
members, and his insistence on the Lodge maintaining their traditional ways of conducting their affairs and ceremonies. In November
1960 the Lodge agreed to reduce his annual subscription to £2-10s for medical reasons. The normal subscription of the Lodge having
been increased from £4 to £5 in 1958 and a Country Member subscription becoming £2-10s. Worshipful Brother Shepherd died in
1961 having served 44 years in the Lodge.
On the 30th September 1958 "reference was made to the Honour conferred on W.Bro.Wesley Emberton, P.P.G.W. by Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II. Worshipful Brother Emberton was Knighted for political and public service's having been Chairman of
Cheshire County Council for several years and, amongst other local interests, was Chairman of the Governors of Nantwich and
Acton Grammar School for many years.
The last entry in the 1950-1960 Minute Book was the Installation of Worshipful Brother R. Peters on the 3rd January 1960 when there
were 63 members and 38 visitors present. The Balance sheet for 1959 showing that there was a sum of £2,058-1s-9d in the Investment
Account.
65

Chapter sixteen

THE LAST THIRTY YEARS
The setting up of a building fund in 1950, with the intention of acquiring their own premises, was a matter which has
occupied the members thinking and actions over the last thirty years. Certain buildings in Nantwich were spoken of, in
the fifties, which could have been purchased with the money in the fund. In 1959 the building fund stood at £2,058-1s9d.
No real agreement could be reached amongst the members of the desirability of particular premises, and with the
inflation in house prices in the sixties, seventies, and eighties the fund was inadequate to make an outright purchase. In
1960 two thousand pounds would have bought a quite substantial property.
Other Masonic groups in Crewe, who had also been renting premises, decided to band together in order to purchase
land and convert buildings into a Masonic Temple and Club at Willaston. This hall was opened and consecrated
in 1972. The Nantwich Lodges were invited to join with them at Willaston. This led to a lively debate amongst
the members of the Nantwich Lodges and, in 1974, when I was the Worshipful Master of King's Friends' Lodge,
I chaired an open meeting for members of all Nantwich Lodges - including Mark and Chapter. The open meeting
was against a 'move to Willaston' and the Lodges subsequently endorsed that opinion. King's Friends' Lodge did,
however, decide to purchase shares in the Willaston Hall - and as these could not be vested in the Lodge, on 23rd
March 1983 they were placed in the names of the Secretary and Treasurer "to be transferred to their successors."
The King's Friends' have met at Willaston, however, because members will no doubt remember that during the
'Winter of Discontent' 1973-74 that Electricity Boards, in order to conserve energy, turned off the electric power
for set periods on set days, varying the times each day in each of their districts. At my Installation as Worshipful
Master in January 1974 the power was on for the ceremony but off in the centre of Nantwich when the Festive
Board was to be held, consequently the Festive Board was held at the Willaston Hall.
The King's Friends' did, however, move their meeting place to Acton Parish Hall. The last meeting at the Masonic and
Parish Hall, Nantwich, being the Installation of W.Bro.G.Emerton in January 1980.
The building of the Masonic Hall, Willaston not only led to discussion within the Nantwich Lodges but also within
the Church Authorities. In 1976 the Lodge Committee were investigating rumours that the Church Youth Club
meetings were to be held on a Tuesday. Assurances were received that we could have the whole of the Hall for
our Tuesday meetings.
In September 1978 the Committee were again discovering reports from the Caterers that the Rector believed "that the
Masons were going to Willaston," and the
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Secretary agreed to meet the Rector to find out "what had prompted him to utter the same". On the 27th October the Secretary reported
to committee that the Rector's remarks, that the Lodges would be leaving the Parish Hall if rents were increased, were based on
information given to the Rector in a Public House and, when the Secretary informed him that no move was contemplated it was reported
"that the Rector was pleased." On the 1st December 1978 the Secretary and Treasurer reported that they attended a meeting at 70
Shrewbridge Road, with the Rector and Trustees, when the "Rector outlined plans for the future of the Hall such as redecoration
throughout, a damp course to be put in the kitchen, and that the rent would possibly be raised from £10, as at present, to approximately
£20 to £25 from 1980". Consequently the meeting of the Lodge Committee decided to instruct the Secretary to contact the Secretaries,
Worshipful Masters and representatives of 6064, Mark and Chapter and arrange a joint meeting to discuss "the purchase or otherwise of
alternative premises in the meantime". This meeting was held on the 20th April 1979 but, though mentioned in the minutes of the 27th
April, the discussion is not recorded, although the Secretary was to ask for a meeting with the Rector to discuss "the rent that he may
have in mind".
All the uncertainty led to a special meeting of members being called on the 17th August 1979, held at Brookfield House, when the
Secretary reported on the build up to negotiations and to "a final agreement with the Trustees of the Parish Hall re hiring fee to be paid
per meeting." A letter from the Rector was also read confirming the agreement, which was for three years at £27 per meeting inclusive
of heat, light, gas etc."
By the Committee meeting on the 28th September, all arrangements were again in disarray. The Secretary reported on the negotiation
leading "to a final agreement for 3 years reached with the Trustees at a recent meeting". But, since that agreement, the Church
Authorities must have had second thoughts because the Secretary read a letter from the Rector, dated the 20th September, which stated
that "it may be necessary for the Lodges to find accommodation elsewhere". After lengthy discussion it was decided that the letter and
its contents be accepted, as was a proposal by W.Bro.J.E.Williamson "that the Lodge move to Acton Parish Hall at a date to be fixed by
the Worshipful Master Elect." and that the Secretary write to other Lodges immediately informing them of the Lodge's decision.
The matter had now become urgent as the existing arrangements would expire in January 1980 and the only possibilities appeared to be
a move to Acton or Willaston. The desire to maintain a separate identity by the members of King's Friends' appeared, at that time, to be
the main reason why there was resistance to Willaston. The decision of the Committee to move to Acton was a unanimous one.
In December 1979 a sub-committee was elected to order the purchase of goods etc. for the move to Acton, to meet with the Trustees and
fix dates of meetings and rehearsals, and to organise the movement of furniture. The first meeting at Acton was to be held in February
1980.
Meetings were organised with other Lodges to sort out the furniture, which had belonged to 293, which led to the King's Friends' moving their
possessions to
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Acton on 17th February 1980. Worshipful Brother Emerton took the Chair at the first meeting at Acton on the 26th
February 1980. During the short time available a considerable amount of work had been done by members of the Lodge,
at Acton Parish Hall, in making space for caterers and temporary lockable storage for the Lodge furniture. A period
ensued when a great deal of activity took place, notably by Bro.G.Connolly, Bro.G.Bradley, W.Bro.E.Preston and the
Worshipful Master, to make sure that Acton Parish Hall would be acceptable in the future as a permanent meeting place
for the Lodge. A good relationship was built up between the Lodge and the Trustees of Acton Parish Hall during this
period.
In May 1981 a letter was read from the Trustees at Acton outlining the alterations and improvements which they
hoped to carry out at the Hall. The plans were explained in detail and involved two stages, improvements being
made to kitchens, toilets, decorations and storage facilities. The letter further explained that the Crewe & Nantwich
Borough Council would give a grant of £1,000 if the Trustees could raise a further £4,000. Our Secretary was
instructed to write to the Trustees "to ask if a 'Right of Tenure' would be guaranteed if we subscribe to the plan."
The subsequent discussions led to King's Friends' Lodge presenting the Trustees with a gift of £1,000 and agreeing
to give them a loan of £1,000 free of interest, the Lodge receiving a 'Right of Tenure' agreement for 21 years to the
year 2002.
This was agreed by the Lodge members after the necessary Notice of Motion and Vote, and was duly signed by the
Worshipful Master and Wardens and the Acton Trustees. A committee meeting on the 18th December 1981 was
told that the agreement, duly signed, was now deposited in the bank. The loan was paid to the Trustees in 1982 and
was to be reviewed in 1986. A letter, the Committee records tell us, was sent in 1987 renewing the loan for a further
5 years until 1993.
In February 1980 it was decided that our share of the carpet at Nantwich Parish Hall should be presented to 6064
and any other Lodges staying in Nantwich. W.Bro.E.Preston acquired a carpet for immediate use at Acton and,
later, the present carpet was bought from the management of the Masonic Hall, Willaston in 1988.
A great many people have worked on the lodge furniture since 1980 and I am only detailing the names of those
people mentioned in the Minutes. W.Bro.J.Wrighton cleaned and repaired the Pedestals and other pieces of Lodge
furniture, W.Bro.M.Bond refurbished the candlesticks, Bro.A.Lindop and W.Bro.E.Dale were thanked in 1987 for
work on the tables and candlesticks, W.Bro.J.Sproston for repairs to the pedestals and Bro.I.Irving was thanked
for making and presenting the platforms to the Lodge. The widow of W.Bro.Arthur Timperley donated Arthur's
Electric Organ to the Lodge.
What is not in the Lodge Minutes but should, I believe, be stressed is the thanks of the Lodge to all stewards who move
the Lodge furniture and set up the tables for the Festive Board. Their efforts contribute a tremendous amount to the
smooth running of the Lodge.
At the meeting in February 1993, W.Bro.C.G.Hill presented the Lodge with three
68

new gavels to commemorate the Bicentenary. The gavels are made from two hundred year old ebony and were carved by craftsmen in
Tanzania.
The building and the furniture will enhance the atmosphere of the Lodge but it is the individual members who set the tone, continue the
work and build up the reputation of a Lodge. The fact that we are now celebrating the King's Friends' BiCentenary means that very many
individuals have worked for the benefit of 293 and Masonry in general over two hundred years. Some have obtained high office, others
have been content to work without undue recognition - all have played a very valuable part in contributing to King's Friends' well being
and reputation. This is as true today as it was in the time of Worshipful Brother William Twemlow, a founder and for many years
Secretary of the Lodge, Worshipful Brother E.C.Griffiths, a Provincial Secretary as well as a member of his Lodge for 49 years,
Worshipful Brother H. Sigley Shepherd, a Grand Lodge Officer and forty four years a member of this Lodge, over twenty as D.C., and the
three members of King's Friends' who completed fifty years in Freemasonry in the 1980's. There was, firstly, Worshipful Brother
C.Lawrence Irving initiated in 1933, who became Worshipful Master in 1952 and was a member of the Lodge for 56 years. Secondly,
Worshipful Brother Ben.J.Vernon, initiated in 1938 and a founder of the 6064 Lodge and its Director of Ceremonies for many years and
was a member of this Lodge for 51 years. Thirdly, Worshipful Brother Arthur Chatwin, initiated in 1938, a founder member of 6064 and
the Crown Lodges, who was made a Grand Lodge Officer in 1980. He is happily still a member as we celebrate our two hundreth
anniversary. Three other members of the Lodge who have completed, or will complete, forty years as members of King's Friends' Lodge
this year. They are Worshipful Brother Doug. Irving, initiated 12.2.52, Worshipful Brother Roy Sproston, initiated 3.3.53, and Worshipful
Brother J.V.Cliff Dutton initiated 22.12.53.
The last five years have seen 293 making preparations for the Bi-Centenary. The Secretary W.Bro.S.J.Mitchell has had much of the
preparatory work to do in negotiating with Provincial and Grand Lodge over the confirmation of the two hundred completed years and
the form that the celebration should take. He has been ably assisted in this task by a Sub-Committee consisting of W.Bro.M.Bond,
Bro.A.Lindop, W.Bro.J.Sproston and W.Bro.T.A.Vaughan. They have bourn the bulk of the organisation of the celebration although
many others have helped, and our Treasurer Bro.S.Brookshaw has been keeping a close eye on our finances and our Director of
Ceremonies, W.Bro.G.B.Davies, a careful eye on our workings in the Lodge.
As the Lodge celebrates the handing over of the Bi-Centenary Warrant from the representative of the Right Worshipful Grand Master, in
the person of the Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master lain Ross Bryce T.D.D.L., accompanied by the Right Worshipful Provincial
Grand Master the Reverend Canon W.Stanley Walker, we also celebrate the efforts of all the hundreds of Freemasons who have been
members of the King's Friends' Lodge from the nine founder members in 1793 to the Worshipful Master, Worshipful Brother Thomas
A.Vaughan and the other fifty six members at the present time.
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APPENDIX ONE
BYE LAWS 1809
1. The Lodge shall be held at the Talbot Inn, from whence it cannot be removed by any One or more of the Members of their own accord, but
any one or more may mention to the Master the reason of their dislike to meet there any more of which he is to aquaint the Lodge, when a
majority of the members present at that time on the list may determine whether it is to continue there or be removed.
2. The Lodge is to meet on the second Monday of every month in the Year, in the Month of March, April, May, June, July, August and
September at eight o'clock, and close at ten, and in all other months at six and close at nine, and no brother shall remain in the Lodge Room
on a Lodge Night after eleven o'clock under the penalty of one shilling for each offence.
3. This Lodge is to have according to ancient custom a Master and Officers viz. two Wardens, two Deacons, a Secretary, a Treasurer and
Tyler, also subscribing and honorary Members, the Officers shall be chosen annually on the Lodge Night preceding Saint John the
Evangelist, the Master to be elected out of such of the subscribing Master Masons as shall have served the office of Wardens the Lodge
to elect the two Wardens and Treasurer and the Master to appoint the other officers to be installed and enter on their respective Offices
on the day of Saint John the Evangelist.
4. The Master shall govern and regulate the Lodge in a Mason like manner agreeable to the Book of Constitutions set forth and
authorised by the Grand Lodge of England from time to time, and it is strictly recommended to all the Members of this Lodge to pay
the greatest attention to the Worshipful Master and duly to observe the Senior and Junior Wardens, therefore at the Masters request
every one must submit to Order and no more than one speak at a time, that they address the Master and not continue more than five
Minutes speaking without his permission, in case two or more may rise to speak the Master shall appoint who is to speak first, and all
others shall submit to order under the penalty of Sixpence.
5. The Master when the business and the welfare of the Lodge require it shall appoint out of the subscribing Members a Committee to
enquire into such business, which shall at some short convenient time make such enquiries and collect such information as may be
offered and applicable thereto and report the same at the general Lodge night, and afterwards for their consideration the expenses of
which committee shall be paid out of the Funds of the Lodge.
6. The Master on request shall call Lodges of emergency and shall cause the business to be inserted in the summonses, the expense of which
shall be borne by the person requesting such Lodge to be called unless when the Master shall call it on some particular business of the Lodge
and then it shall be defrayed out of the fund of the Lodge.
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7. The Master shall not neglect to set his Men to work and to instruct them by reasonable Lectures in the grand
principles of Masonry under such penalties as the Wardens and Bretheren shall think proper.
8. The Wardens and officers of the Lodge shall duly attend each Lodge night under such penalty as the Master and
Bretheren shall think proper for such neglect.
9. In case of the absence of any of the Officers the Master shall appoint out of the subscribing Master Masons another
or others in his room of such absentee or absentees for that night only.
10. In the absence of the Master the Senior Warden shall officiate as Master, in his absence the Junior Warden, and in
the absence of the Junior Warden the Past Master or oldest Master Mason shall officiate as Master.
11. Upon the election of Officers and in all other cases when the Master shall direct a poll to be taken and the votes
shall be equal the Master shall have a casting vote.
12. The Master shall fine any Brother who shall enter the Lodge disguised in Liquor in the sum of One Shilling
and order him to depart the Lodge for that Night and he shall be severely reprimand any brother who shall
Curse Swear or make any use of profane obscene or indecent Landuage in the lodge and fine him in the sum of
Sixpence for the first offence and for the second he shall expel him from the Lodge.
13. The Master upon such Brother making a submission and paying One Shilling to the Fund of the Lodge shall cause
a ballot to be taken by the Senior Deacon and if it appears that two thirds of the Members present shall be for his
readmission he shall be readmitted otherwise he shall not, and shall have the money returned.
14. The Secretary shall enter the proceedings of each Night in the Lodge Book, shall mention in what degrees of
Masonry the Lodge was opened and shall read the proceedings of the General Lodge Night next proceeding and
likewise such proceedings if any shall have been entered in the Book subsequent thereto. He shall send summonses
to the subscribing members one day at least before any General Lodge Night. He shall Obey the Master in sending
summonses for a Lodge of Emergency and specify therein the business of such Lodge.
15. The Treasurer shall receive and pay all sums of money that shall be paid by or an account of the Lodge and
enter the same in a Book or Books to be kept for that purpose which shall be open on General Lodge Nights for
the inspection of the Members of the Lodge. He shall pay no bills on Account of the Lodge but such as have been
signed by the Master. He shall give up to the Master and Lodge at the end of the year for which he hath been
chosen Treasurer or on another Treasurer having been chosen in his room a fair, just and true Account of Money
received and paid by him, also, Vouchers for such sums of Money as he shall have paid, together with the said
books of Accounts, and pay over to the succeeding Treasurer such balance as shall appear to be due to the Lodge
on setting such Accounts. Such Accounts shall be allowed by the Lodge and signed by the Master and Wardens
and any other Members of the Lodge.
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16.

All Ballots and Polls shall be taken by the Senior Deacon.

17. The Tyler shall attend within the Lodge each Lodge Night like-wise at the Festivals and on Lodges of Emergency. The Tyler shall
deliver out all such Summonses as shall be delivered him by the Master or Secretary and attend the Lodge each Lodge Night.
18. The Qualifications of those who are desirous of being made Master and of becoming Master of this Lodge must be such as the Ancient
Constitutions and Laws require.
19. A person desirous of being made a Mason must be proposed to the Lodge by a Member on a general Lodge Night. The proposal
must be seconded by another member or not admitted. A member proposing a person to be made a Member of this Lodge, shall at the
time he proposes him present a petition from such person, praying to be made a Mason, and shall like-wise pay Ten Shillings and
Sixpence to the Treasurer, which in case of the non appearance of the person to be made on the Lodge appointed for his being made,
shall be forfeit unless a satisfactory cause be made for him, in which case, another night shall be appointed of which he shall have six
days notice at least from the Lodge, and if he shall not attend within three months from the time appointed, the Ten Shillings and
Sixpence shall be forfeited to the fund of the Lodge.
20. The Petition of such person so proposed to be made a Mason shall be taken into consideration the General Lodge Night next after his
being proposed, and the members then present shall Ballot for him by Black and White Beans, if on taking such Ballot there shall be one Black
Bean against him he shall not be made and the Money shall be returned.
21. Any person being made a Mason in this Lodge shall pay two Guineas (exclusive of five Shillings for Registering and Two Shillings and
Sixpence for the Tyler. On a Brother being passed to a Fellowcraft, he shall pay Two and Sixpence, and on being Raised to be a Master Mason
the sum of Five Shillings, which shall be applied to the Fund of the Lodge.
22. If a Brother is desirous of becoming a Member of this Lodge he shall in like manner be proposed on a General Lodge Night and
if 'on taking such a Ballot it shall appear that two thirds of the Members then present before his admission, he shall be admitted,
otherwise he shall not be admitted nor again be proposed a Member of this Lodge, and for his admission he shall pay Seven Shillings
and Sixpence which shall be applied to the Fund of the Lodge. No person who shall have been proposed to be made a Mason in this
Lodge and rejected shall be admitted a Member of this lodge unless he shall in like manner balloted for and if upon taking such
ballot there shall be one black bean against him he shall not be admitted.
23. If any Brother demands a certificate of his having been regularly admitted a Mason in this Lodge, or of his having taken any degree of
Masonry the Master shall direct the Secretary to make out the same, it shall be sealed with the seal of the Lodge, signed by the Master and
Wardens, and countersigned by the Secretary and
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or which such person shall pay Two Shillings and Sixpence which shall go to the Fund of the Lodge.
24.
Every Member of this Lodge shall pay Five Shillings half yearly which shall be collected by the Treasurer in advance and
applied to the Fund of the Lodge. Every subscribing Member of this Lodge shall pay per month for the expenses of the Night, and no
brother shall be permitted to be an honoury Member if his usual place of residence is within five Miles of Nantwich.
25.
A Brother visiting this Lodge shall have his Name entered in the Book containing the Bye Laws also in what degree of
Masonry he stands, the name of the Lodge to which he belongs, and be admitted the first night of visiting free of expense, he shall
afterwards pay One Shilling for the nights expenses and Sixpence to the Fund of the Lodge, except such brothers be subscribing
Members of some other Lodge in which case he say pay the nightly expenses only.
26.
No member shall have a property in the Jewels etc. of this Lodge until he shall have subscribed and paid to the Fund of
the Lodge three years. If any member neglect or refuse to attend the Lodge, or pay his half yearly dues he shall be written to and
admonished for the first three months and if he pays no regard to that, at the end of six Months he shall be expelled as the arrears
of the Lodge must all be settled in that time.
27.
It shall be at all times lawful for the Officers with the consent of the subscribing Members to repeal, alter, amend or add to their
Bye-Laws in such Manner as shall seem most expedient to promote the Interest and strengthen the Cement of of the Lodge. But such
repeal, amendment or addition shall be proposed on one General lodge Night, taken into consideration the Second, and confirmed on the
Third, and all the Subscribing Members then on the List shall be appraised of the nature of the business in the Summons for each Night.
28.
These Bye Laws shall be read by the Secretary on the admission of every new made Mason and Member to which each
Member shall subscribe his name under the following obligation.
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